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a monk of the Ramakrishna Order, planned and organized the 
Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, established in Calcutta 
in 1938. He was its Founder-Secretary for twenty-eight years. 
The aim of the Institute is to provide education for the unity of 
the human race and of civilization. 

Through his work at the Institute Swami Nitya-swarup- 
ananda has made a distinctive contribution in the field of higher 
education for international understanding on the basis of mutual 
appreciation of intercultural values. In recognition of the impor- 
tance of his work at the Institute, he was invited by the Govern- 
ment of the United States of America and also by Canada, West 
Germany, and the U.S.S.R. to visit those countries. Leaving 
India in April 1962, he spent a full year in the United States, and 
from there visited Canada. He then went to England and Europe, 
visiting France, West Germany, the Scandinavian countries, 
Finland, U.S.S.R., Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Greece, and 
Turkey, and in December 1963 returned to India via the Middle 
East and Iran. During his tour he took the opportunity to study 
and observe institutions of higher learning, universities, colleges, 
schools, libraries, museums; and art galleries, and hold an 
exchange of views with people distinguished in different fields. ; 

Swami Nitya-swarup-ananda's ideas are the result of his 
training, thought, study, observation, and lifelong work. His 


ideas are now focused in a scheme of education designed to 


promote an awareness of the spiritual unity of the human race 


and of civilization and provide the basis of the futurc world 
community. 
His permanent address is: 


THE RAMAKRISHNA MATH 
Belur Math, Howrah 711 202 
West Bengal, India 
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EDUCATION FOR HUMAN UNITY 
AND WORLD CIVILIZATION 


THE SYMBOL - 


As many radii, so many paths. All lead to the centre, the one 


ultimate reality, man’s real nature which is existence-in-itself, 


consciousness-in-itself, bliss-in-itself, the universal-in-man. And 
at the centre, where all the radii meet, all differences cease; but 
until the centre is reached, differences there must be. Individuals 
or nations, according to their nature, travel along one of these 
lines; one along one, and another along another; and if all push 
onward along their own lines, all will certainly come to the centre. 


“(I do not think that consciousness can 
be explained in terms of matter and its 
laws.) Consciousness I regard as funda- 
mental. I regard matter as derivative 
from consciousness. We cannot get behind 
consciousness. Everything that we talk 
about, everything that we regard as 
existing, postulates consciousness.” 


Max Planck (1858-1947) 
(J.W.N. Sullivan, “Interview with Max 
Planck’, Observer, January 25, 1931) 
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TO THE SOUL OF HUMANITY 


YASMIN SARVE YATAH SARVE 
YAH SARVE SARVATASCA YAH 
YASCA SARVAMAYODEVAH 

TASMAI SARVATMANE NAMAH 


Mahäbhäratam, Santiparvan, XLVII-83 . 
In Whom is all, 
From Whom is all, 
Who is all, 
Who is everywhere, 
Who is the all-pervading 
Supreme Spirit 

Salutation to that One 

Who is the soul of all. 
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(e EVO yu. 


: ad 
2 as ta p it q 
“ty may 87 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri 


CONTENTS 


THE BASIC VIEWPOINT 
PREFACE 


xili 


PART ONE: INDIA’S MESSAGE TO HERSELF AND 

TO THE WORLD 1 

India’s Spiritual Contribution Provides ‘the Only Way of Salvation 

for Mankind’ 3; Consciousness of Spiritual Unity Is India’s Life 

Force and the Basis of Her Life-work 4; India’s National Diseases 
Spring from Unconsciousness of Her Spiritual Unity 6; Uncon- 
sciousness of the Spiritual Unity of Humankind Breeds Commun- 
alism 6; What Is Religion? 7; Religion Is One; Forms Are Many 7; 
Every Religion Is Everybody's Religion 8; Conflict between 
Religions Is the Greatest Perversion of Religion 10; No Religion Is 
a Minority Religion 10; No Religion Can Claim Any Special 
Privilege 11; ‘The’ Religion Provides the Basis of True ‘Conversion’ 
and of Progress in Well-being 11; Consciousness of Spiritual Unity 
Removes Distinction between ‘Sacred’ and ‘Secular’ and Establishes 
Unity in Life and Thought 12; Religion as India’s Life Force Will 
Transform National Life 12; The Fundamental Right to Freedom of 
Religion Establishes Spiritual Unity and the Harmony of Religions 
as the Basis of Universal Peace and Development 13; The Constitu- 
tional Ban on Religious Instruction Is Contradictory 14; Spiritual- 
ization of the Human Race Is India’s Lifelong Mission 14 


PART TWO: BASIC PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION FOR 
HUMAN UNITY AND WORLD CIVILIZATION 15 


THE WORLD AS ONE n 
THE COMING TOGETHER OF NATIONS 51 
MANKIND'S CULTURAL HERITAGE 2 
THE NATURE OF INDIVIDUAL CULTURES 

THE ROLE OF INDIVIDUAL CULTURES IN WORLD CIVILIZATION 5 
THE SPIRITUAL NATURE OF MAN 


UNIVERSAL MAN AND HUMAN RELATIONS 

ONE EXISTENCE: FOUNDATION OF GLOBAL UNITY 
THE CONCEPT OF MANKIND AS A WHOLE 
EDUCATION THROUGH CULTURAL CONFRONTATION 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangot 


x CONTENTS 


PART THREE: CULTURE FOR A NEW WORLD 39 
Human Civilization Has Yet to Begin 41; The Problems Facing the 
World 42; Human Unity Based on the New Scientific World View 
45; A Holistic World View the Fundamental Solution 48; The Need 
for Collective Action to Create a World Community 49 


PART FOUR: THE WORLD CIVILIZATION CENTRE: 
AN OUTLINE OF THE SCHEME OF EDUCATION 
FOR HUMAN UNITY AND WORLD CIVILIZATION 53 


THE RATIONALE 55 
Perception of Oneness of Mankind Essential for Global Organiza- 
tion 55; Oneness of Mankind Based on the Scientific World View 
55; A Holistic World View on the Basis of Man’s Spiritual Nature 
57; The Universal in Every Cultural and Scientific Experience Gives 
to Mankind’s Spiritual Unity Its Essential Character 57; Conscious- 
ness of Mankind’s Spiritual Unity Transforms Society 58; Con- 
sciousness of the Spiritual Unity of Mankind the Direct Means to 
World Peace 59; Consciousness of the Spiritual Unity of Mankind 
Reorients Man’s View of Society 59; The Key to World Civili- 
zation Lies in Awareness That the Universal Spirit in Man Is Being 
Gradually Manifested through His Cultural and Scientific Develop- 
ment 60; New Education: Study of Mankind’s Development 
Establishes Mankind’s Spiritual Unity, the Soul of World Civili- 
zation 61; New Education: Study of Mankind’s Development Dis- 
covers the World Soul and Transmits It to Future Generations, 
Creating a New Order in World Civilization 63 


PURPOSE AND PROCEDURE 64 
Purpose 64; Study of Cultures in Relation to World Culture 65; 
Threefold Study of Cultures 66; Approach to Study 67; Scope of 
Education 67; Fields of Study 67; Programme of Studies 67; 
Research and Training: A New Field 68; New Education for 
Teachers 68; New Education in the Arts 69 


FRAMEWORK AND TECHNIQUE 69 
Structure 69; Functions of the Departments 70: Three Functions: 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri 


^ 


CONTENTS xi 
(1) Thorough Grounding in One’s Own Culture 70; (2) Confronta- 
tion between Cultures 71; (3) Forming the Concept of the Cultural 
Heritage of Mankind 72 


METHOD OF STUDY 72 


(1) The Interdisciplinary and Intercultural Approach 72; (2) Viewing 
the Give and Take between Cultures 73; (3) Emphasizing Con- 
sciousness of the Human Race as a Whole 73; (4) A Lively Con- 
frontation of Minds: Learning from Each Other 74; (5) The Living 
Transmission of Living Traditions 74 : 


THE RESULTS 5 
The Results for the Individual 75; The Results for Society 76 


MECHANISM 78 


Character of the Centre 78; Status 78; Enrolment 78; Degrees, 
Diplomas, and Certificates 78; Faculty and Students 79; A World 
Forum Which Will Discuss the Solution of National and Interna- 
tional Problems through a Planetary Partnership 79; Libraries 79; 
Publications 80; Journal 80; Broadcasting and Television 80; Co- 
operation with Individuals and Organizations 80; Cultural Infor- 
mation Unit 80; Finance 81; Governance of the Centre 81; How to 
Begin the Centre as an Integrated International Co-operative 
Organization 81 : 


THE FUTURE OF THE CENTRE 82 
The New Society of the Future 82; The Campus: A City of Man- 
kind 82 


IN RETROSPECT 83 
Unique Features of the Centre 83 


PART FIVE: THE WORLD CIVILIZATION CENTRE 
IN RELATION TO UNESCO'S DECLARATION OF 
THE PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL 
CO-OPERATION 


THE PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL CO-OPERATION 
AND THEIR IMPLEMENTATION 


The Principles and the Role of the Centre: Article I 91 and the role ; Es 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri = = 


xii CONTENTS 
of the Centre 91, Article 11 92 and the role of the Centre 92, Article 
III 92 and the role of the Centre 93, Article IV 93 and the role of 
the Centre 93, Article V 95 and the role of the Centre 95, Article 
VI 95 and the role of the Centre 95, Article VII 96 and the role of 
the Centre 96, Article VIII 96 and the role of the Centre 97, Article 
IX 97 and the role of the Centre 97, Article X 97 and the role of the 
Centre 97; Article XI 98 and the role of the Centre 98 


PART SIX: THE WORLD CIVILIZATION CENTRE 
IN RELATION TO INDIA’S CONTRIBUTION TO 
WORLD THOUGHT 101 


INDIA’S CONTRIBUTION TO WORLD THOUGHT 103 


India’s Responsibility to Mankind 103; The Indian Ideal the Only 
Way of Salvation for Mankind 104; India’s Message to the World: 
Swami Vivekananda 104 


APPENDIX: FOREWORD BY DR S. RADHAKRISHNAN 
CONTRIBUTED TO School of World Civilization (1964) 107 


SUBJECT INDEX 110 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri 


THE BASIC VIEWPOINT 


(That One) in whom is the universe, who is in the universe, 
who is the universe; in whom is the soul, who is in the soul, who 
is the soul of man; knowing him—and therefore the universe— 
as our self alone extinguishes all fear, brings an end to misery, 
and leads to infinite freedom. Wherever there has been expan- 
sion in love or progress in well-being, of individuals or numbers, 
it has been through the perception, realization, and the practi- 
calization of the eternal truth—the oneness of all beings. 


* k # 


One atom in this universe cannot move without dragging the 
whole world along with it. There cannot be any progress 
without the whole world following in the wake, and it is be- 
coming every day clearer that the solution of any problem can 
never be attained on racial, or national, or narrow grounds. 
Every idea has to become broad till it covers the whole of this 
world, every aspiration must go on increasing till it has engulfed 
the whole of humanity, nay, the whole of life, within its scope. 


k * * 


Education has yet to be in the world, and civilization—civili- 
zation has begun nowhere yet. 


VIVEKANANDA (1863-1902) 
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PREFACE 


This is the fifth presentation of a new concept of education to pro- 
mote human unity and world civilization. The first, School of World 
Civilization, to which Dr S. Radhakrishnan, then President of 
India, contributed the Foreword, was circulated in cyclostyled 
form in 1964. It was printed in 1967 under the auspices of the 
Indian National Commission for Co-operation with Unesco, forming 
the second presentation. The third presentation, Education for 
World Civilization, was prepared for the Indian National Com- 
mission and published in 1970 by the Ramakrishna Mission Institute 
of Culture, Calcutta, of which I was the Secretary. The fourth 
presentation, Human Unity and Education for World Civilization, a 
revised and enlarged version published in 1978, included two new 
sections, ‘An Outline of Principles’ and ‘Culture for a New World’. 
This fifth presentation, Education for Human Unity and World 
Civilization, has been prepared at the request of the Indian National 
Commission for Co-operation with Unesco, Ministry of Education 
and Culture, Government of India. This new presentation embodies 
all the most important features of the first four presentations. The 
whole material has now been thoroughly revised and two substantial 
sections have been added. The first, ‘India’s Message to Herself and 
to the World’, points out and clarifies that the genesis of education 
for human unity and world civilization lies in India’s genius, the 
consciousness of the spiritual unity and solidarity of humankind, 
as expressed in her life and in her lifework for herself and for 
humanity throughout the ages. The second addition, “The Rationale j 
shows that mankind's cultural and scientific development 15, really, 
the continuous expression of the infinite aspects of the universal 
spirit in man and that consciousness of this reality constitutes the 
very soul of world civilization, a consciousness in the full develop- 
ment of which alone lies humanity's fulfilment. These two sections 
of the book now give it a complete character and fulfil its objectives. 
It has become a new book. It has been fittingly named Education 
for Human Unity and World Civilization. It will present to India and 
to the world a new type of education which alone can resuscitate 


India on her own distinctive cultural basis and give the world the 
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basic ideas which must become the foundation of a new education 
for international cultural co-operation, and peace and progress in 
the world as a whole. 

Unesco's Declaration of the Principles of International Cultural 
Co-operation (1966) was a unique attempt on the world level to 
fulfil Unesco's own dictum that 'it is in the minds of men that the 
defences of peace must be constructed’. A study of these principles 
set out by-Unesco reveals, however, that their fulfilment presupposes 
mental attitudes, on the part of people and nations, which do not 
yet exist and which cannot exist until people everywhere are helped 
and educated to see the world as a unity, and to see the cultures of 
the world as the common heritage of all mankind. It was for this 
reason that I greatly welcomed the Indian National Commission's 
request to prepare a paper giving my comments on the implications 
of the Principles of the Declaration and the procedure for their 
implementation. The paper showed that it was education for 
human unity and world civilization that could give to the people of 
the world that change in outlook which was a prerequisite to the 
implementation of the Principles of the Declaration. This paper 
was presented at a National Seminar held on this subject in Delhi 

` in 1970; it has been expanded and forms part of the present work. 

Education for human unity and world civilization is put forward 
as a method of introducing into the thought of the world concepts, 
ideas, and attitudes that will enable man to live according to the 
deepest truths of his own nature. At present, like the iceberg that 
has about nine-tenths of its substance submerged, man's knowledge 
of his real nature is submerged in the depths of his mind and soul. 
He can fly to the moon, he can penetrate the secrets of the planets, 
but as yet modern man has made no corresponding probe into the 
nature of his own inner being. Increasingly, however, he is beginning 
to realize that economic and social progress, indeed, all progress; 
is governed by laws that relate to himself and his attitudes, laws 
that call for wisdom and broad vision. In all parts of the globe 
today people are trying to solve problems and promote social 
progress through means that are based on ‘racial, or national, or 
narrow grounds. They are now realizing, however, that from 
narrow grounds man must expand his vision and view the world as a 
unity, a unity in which the parts are interrelated and interdependent. 

In the great diversity of the world, however, man cannot see 
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that there is a unity behind the parts unless he can recognize that 
the unity is in fact a spiritual unity. Spiritual unity is not a new 
concept; each one of us experiences and expresses spiritual unity in 
our relations with those we love and in our personal and social 
aspirations. In every country there is today a quest for equality, 
for equal shares for all. This, and every reaching out towards doing 
good to others, is actually an expression of our own spiritual 
identity with those others. It is a glimpse of the truth of the spiritual 
oneness of all beings. What is required now, therefore, is a 
conscious extension of that reaching out until it embraces the whole 
world. Spiritual unity is indivisible; it cannot be fragmented; the 
world itself is a spiritual unity. It is this spiritual unity that has 
now to be consciously perceived, realized, and brought to bear upon 
every aspect of the political, economic, and social life of the people 
of the world. j 

In contrast to this, however, the dominant attitude in the world 
today is an attitude of separatism. Man is thought to be funda- 
mentally separate from man, and fundamentally separate from 
nature. Interrelatedness has no place in this concept. Conviction of 
man’s separate status is what makes it possible for science and 
technology to be harnessed to violence and exploitation and used 
against man and nature, posing an ever-increasing threat to life on 
earth. But science, it is now known, has proved the unity of all life, 
the interrelatedness of all beings and of all events, and man has to 
rectify his attitudes accordingly. The new scientific view of the 
world as a unity can break down separatism and pave the way to a 
deeper understanding of the true nature of man and the universe. It 
can hasten the understanding that the world is an indivisible whole, 
and help man grasp the reality of the world as a spiritual unity. 

Recognition of the world as a spiritual unity is thus the way 
forward for man today. It offers him the simple explanation, the 
rationale, of everything he desires for individual and social well- 
being. It offers him too an irrefutable basis for the resolution of 
tension and for the solution of problems in every sphere of life. 

Recognition of spiritual unity will lead to an awareness of 
mankind as a community, a community capable of living peacefully 
together in a co-operative commonwealth. Recognition of spiritual 


unity will also provide the means of integrating, on the basis of 


unity in diversity, all the cultural and scientific insights that have 
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moulded the civilizations of the world in the past and are shaping 
them in the present. The integration of these insights will introduce 
the concept of human unity and world civilization, a single civiliza- 
tion with innumerable facets. 

Education for human unity and world civilization is a path that 
will enable man to open up his mind and heart to the truth of 
world unity that is demonstrated on the physical plane by science 
and technology, and established on the spiritual plane through the 
realization of his own identity with the universe. 


As Education for Human Unity and World Civilization goes out 
into the world I must express my deep indebtedness to Irene Ray for 
the invaluable assistance she has rendered in its preparation. Her 


contribution to this work will ever remain enshrined in.my memory. : 


English by birth and Indian in spirit, Irene Ray has made India 
her home since 1935. For several decades she was closely associated 
with the work of the Ramakrishna Mission Iustitute of Culture in 
Calcutta, editing its monthly Bulletin and other publications. A 
silent, unassuming, and selfless worker, known to few, Irene Ray 
made a solid contribution to the development of the work of the 
Institute. Her writings reveal her insight into India's spiritual ideals 
and the importance of those ideals in today's world. She now lives 
in New Delhi and teaches English. 

I also wish to express my gratitude to Professor Kenneth 
Woodroofe for the valuable contribution he made in the prepara- 
tion ofthis work. Professor Woodroofe was for many years Professor 
of English at the Aoyama Gakuin University, Tokyo, Japan. He 
has now retired and lives in Japan. 


BELUR MATH NITYA-SWARUP-ANANDA 
24 December 1986 
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PART ONE 


INDIA'S MESSAGE TO HERSELF - 
AND TO THE WORLD | 


Religion is Oneness 
A UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 


India’s Message to Herself 
and to the World 


INDIA’S SPIRITUAL CONTRIBUTION PROVIDES “THE ONLY WAY 
OF SALVATION FOR MANKIND’ s 
Throughout the centuries of world history India has made a rich 
contribution to the development of world civilization. Today the 
world finds itself in urgent need of the very insights which are the 
basic characteristics of Indian thought. India's insight of the spirit- 
ual nature of man and the oneness of human existence and her ~ 
insight of the underlying unity of the different systems of thought 
provide the world today with that firm foundation on which alone 
a stable commonwealth of nations may be built. 

Arnold Toynbee (1889-1975) made a very firm assertion of the 
world's need to recognize and accept India's spiritual ideals if it 
is to survive. In his Foreword to the third edition of Swami Ghan- 
ananda's book Sri Ramakrishna and His Unique Message (1970) he 
said: 


*He (Sri Ramakrishna) was born into a world that, in his life- 
time, was, for the first time, being united on a literally worldwide 
scale. Today we are still living in this transitional chapter of the 
world's history, but it is already becoming clear that a chapter which 
had a Western beginning will have to have an Indian ending if it is 
not to end in the self-destruction of the human race. In the present 
age, the world has been united on the material plane by Western 
technology. But this Western skill has not only “annihilated dis- 
tance”, it has armed the peoples of the world with weapons of devas- 
tating power at a time when they have been brought to point-blank 
range of each other without yet having learnt to know and love 
each other. At this supremely dangerous moment in human history, - 
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the only way of salvation for mankind is an Indian way. The 
Emperor Ashoka’s and the Mahatma Gandhi’s principle of non- 
violence and Sri Ramakrishna’s testimony to the harmony of relig- 
ions; here we have the attitude and the spirit that can make it 
possible for the human race to grow together into a single family— 
and, in the Atomic Age, this is the only alternative to destroying 
ourselves. 

‘In the Atomic Age the whole human race has a utilitarian 
motive for following this Indian way. No utilitarian motive could 
be stronger or more respectable in itself. The survival of the human 
race is at stake. Yet even the strongest and most respectable utili- 
tarian motive is only a secondary reason for taking Ramakrishna’s 
and Gandhi’s and Ashoka’s teaching to heart and acting on it. The 
primary reason is that this teaching is right—and is right because it 
flows from a true vision of spiritual reality.’ 


CONSCIOUSNESS OF SPIRITUAL UNITY IS INDIA’S LIFE-FORCE 

AND THE BASIS OF HER LIFE-WORK 

The message of spiritual unity has been India’s life-long contribu- 
tion to the world. This message is based upon her perception, real- 
ization, and practicalization of the eternal truth of the spiritual 
nature of man and the spiritual unity and solidarity of humankind 
and of civilization. This is fully borne out by the historical evol- 
ution of her spiritual course of life throughout the centuries. 

Every nation has a distinctive character, which is its life-force, 
its identity; this identity is the magic wand of its life and death. 
So long as it remains undisturbed, the nation retains its vitality 
and develops more and more strength; the moment it is lost, the 
nation is sure to die. 

The magic wand of Roman civilization was its royal power. That 
is why the downfall of Rome came soon after the decline and fall 
of the Roman Empire. The history of Rome, Egypt, and Assyria is 
full of stories relating how many human beings were massacred to 
annex what dimension of the world’s territories. These civilizations 
became extinct under the weight of iniquities which lust for power 
and gold brought in its train. But when we turn to the history of 
India, we find that her distinctive character is a spiritual force and 
that her life-work is spiritual in nature. This work cannot be done 
With blasts of war trumpets or the march of cohorts. India’s 
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influence, being in its nature gentle, has fallen upo i 
that of the gentle dew, unheard and scarcely aedi vd Rios 
into bloom the fairest flowers of the earth. India, thus, throughout 
the ages, has played a spiritual and cultural role consecrated to the 
ruri. of man and to the progress and civilization of the 
world. 

The magic wand of India's life is religion. Religion, in essence, 
is the unfoldment of man's real nature, which is pure consciousness, 
the universal spirit in man. This universal spirit is the very soul of 
the human being and, as all life is the evolution of that which is 
within, the universal spirit necessarily expresses itself through 
various peoples and nations in different circumstances and with 
widely different customs and methods of life. The difference between 
man and man, people and people, nation and nation, is not one of 
substance but one of expression. The soul of humanity is one 
underlying all diversities of expression. 

This consciousness of the universal spirit in man is fundamental 
in the very soul of India. She lives today because she has never 
deviated from the bedrock of this consciousness of spiritual unity. 
It is for this reason that despite the repeated onslaughts of foreign 
enemies, the Indian nation has not disappeared from the face of 
the earth like other ancient civilizations. This is the reason again 
that whenever the essence of religion, which is the é/an vital of the 
Indian nation, was crippled and debased, the rot set in in national 
life and as a result the nation was ruined. But with the revival of 
pure and genuine religion, it raised its head again and succeeded in 
overcoming all obstacles and establishing itself on its own basis. 

The proper study of Indian history, therefore, must be basically 
different from that of the history of other countries. In assessing 
the history of India the ups and downs in her movement on the 
uneven path of her national life have to be explained in the light 
of the rise and fall of religion as cause and effect relation, and 
not by the well-known method of cause and effect relation usually 
employed in the study of political history. _ 

As such, India should now seriously ponder over all her present 
national problems in the light of her past history, take to heart its 
lessons, and act on them. It is high time that she regained conscious- 
ness of her national distinctive life-force of spiritual unity. Only in 
this way can she guard against losing her soul. Consciousness of 


> 
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spiritual unity undoubtedly will enable her to establish harmony at 
home and continue her life-work—the spiritualization of the human 


race. 


INDIA’S NATIONAL’ DISEASES SPRING FROM UNCONSCIOUSNESS 

OF HER SPIRITUAL UNITY 

It is now India’s responsibility to give her spiritual insights to her 
own people and to the world. Yet India is apparently unconscious of 
her obligation and of the true role she can and should be playing 
at home and among the nations of the world. India’s unconscious- 
ness of her role is mainly due to the fact that her spiritual unity 
has long been completely submerged and thus unused, causing a 


severe state of disease in her body politic. It is therefore absolutely 


imperative that India’s consciousness of spiritual unity be now 
revived, restored, and demonstrated by giving it practical expression 
in her political, economic, social, and cultural life. It is spiritual 
unity which can effect her true integration, save her from her 
national diseases, from disintegration, fissiparous tendencies, and 
drifting, and resuscitate every aspect of her life on her own national 
basis. To achieve this has now become all the more necessary in 
View of the drifting taking place in so many spheres. 


UNCONSCIOUSNESS OF THE SPIRITUAL UNITY OF HUMANKIND 

BREEDS COMMUNALISM 

One of the bitterest results of India’s unconsciousness of her spirit- 
ual unity is communalism; and all ideologies which separate man 
from man, class from class, race from race, creed from creed, and 
religion from religion are born of ignorance of the spiritual unity 
and solidarity of humankind. They are aberrations which express 
themselves through chaos, violence, conflict, tension, fissiparous 
and divisive tendencies, and even through secessionism, as has been 
repeatedly demonstrated, and is today being demonstrated, in India’s 
national life. These aberrations and their expressions are symptoms 
of the national disease caused by the deadly virus of ignorance of 
India’s spiritual unity. Communalism, which has entered into the 
depths of the body politic and is eating into its vitals, is a mere 
symptom of India’s national disease. As has been shown, awareness, 
recognition, «and acceptance of the eternal truth of spiritual unity 
constitute her panacea for all the ills she may be heir to. All aberra- 
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tions and their expressions will be eliminated from her national bod 

only when her life-force, which is spirituality, is awakened E 
brought to bear on all aspects of her life by proper education and 
by a new order established in culture, society, and economic life on 


. her own national basis. The first thing necessary therefore is to 


awaken the consciousness of India's own distinctive life-force, which 
is spiritual oneness, otherwise called religion. ; 


WHAT IS RELIGION? 


Religion is, in the true sense, the science of the knowledge of man's 
real nature. It is the perception, realization, and manifestation of 
man’s real nature. Man’s real nature is pure consciousness, pure 
existence, pure bliss. It is divinity itself. It is oneness. It is: uni- 
versal. The soul of every being is thus the same universal spirit, 
self-effulgent, a sun covered over with clouds of ignorance. The 
apparent difference between one and another is due to the difference 
in density of these layers of clouds; the difference is in stages of 
growth and manifestation, in degree not in kind. This eternal truth 
is" the conscious or unconscious basis of all religions, and is the ex- 
planation of the whole history of human progress, either on the 
material, or on the intellectual, or on the spiritual plane—the same 
universal spirit is manifesting itself through different planes. Relig- 
ion is thus the consciousness of the eternal truth of the spiritual 
unity and solidarity of humankind and of civilization. 


RELIGION IS ONE; FORMS ARE MANY 

Religion, as has been said, is the perception, realization, and mani- 
festation of man’s real nature, which is divinity itself, the universal 
spirit in man. The universal spirit expresses itself through infinite 
aspects, in infinite forms, modes, and media. As one master ofthe- 
house appears in various aspects, being father to one, brother to 
another, and husband to a third, so the one universal spirit is de- 
scribed and called in various ways according to the particular aspect 
in which it is perceived by a particular individual. It is a chame- 
leon; sometimes red, sometimes green, sometimes yellow, sometimes 
blue, and so on, and sometimes it has no colour at all. Religion, - 
essentially, is thus one in substance, but many in relation to forms | 
and media of expression. As the one universal spirit and its many —— 
aspects are the same reality, perceived by the mind at diferen Er 
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stages, in different attitudes, at different times and in different 
circumstances, it is not one particular form, mode, or medium 
alone, but equally all forms, modes, and media, which are paths to 
self-realization. These forms are like the different radii of a circle. 
As many radii, so many paths. All lead to the centre, the one ulti- 
mate reality, the universal spirit in man. And at the centre, where 
all the radii meet, all differences cease; but until the centre is 
reached, differences there must be. Individuals, according to their 
nature, travel along one of these lines; one along one, and another 
along another; and if all push onward along their own lines, all 
will certainly come to the centre. This is the whole of religion. 
Doctrines or dogmas or rituals or books or temples or other such 
concomitants are but non-essential secondary details. 

Religion becomes many, called by various names, only in rela- 
tion to particular forms, modes and media of expression. These 
forms are not universal or fundamental; they vary from person to 
person, group to group, community to community. Yet, as the husk 
is necessary to the development of the grain, they are inescapable 
and inevitable, for they spring from individual constitutional differ- 
ences in mental make-up. That people, according to different ten- 
dencies, tastes, and temperaments, follow different forms, modes, 
and media to express their common goal of divinity is an eternal 
truth declared by India throughout the ages. Religion, in the sense 
of the many in relation to forms of expression, is a constitutional 
necessity. It will fulfil itself and reach perfection only when there 
are as many religions in the world as there are individuals. The 
universal spiritual principle of unity in diversity will then become 
fulfilled not only in spirit but also in form. The diversity of infinite 
forms enabling every individual to express his potential divinity 
through his own distinctive medium is the greatest discovery of 
spiritual science to lead mankind out of chaos to absolute free- 
dom—the ultimate goal of humanity and of human civilization. 


EVERY RELIGION IS EVERYBODY'S RELIGION 


The greatest discovery of spiritual science, as we have seen, is that 
Religion is one but religions are many, in the sense that they are 
but the varied expressions of the Religion which is oneness. Each 
religion, called by a particular name, expresses a particular aspect 
of the universal spirit. To this particular aspect a group of people 
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of similarly constituted mental make-up pay allegiance. Since the 
one universal spirit and its many aspects are the same reality, 
pee by the mind at different times in different attitudes, to 
ae oneness each individual may choose the path that suits him 

As each religion has its own basic idea which represents a particu- 
lar aspect of the universal spirit and is expressed through a particu- 
lar form or medium, it is to that extent one-sided. Its realization 
is limited to a particular aspect of the universal spirit, whereas the 
universal spirit has infinite aspects expressing themselves through 
infinite forms, modes, and media. In spiritual science the different 
religions are not only not contradictory to each other, but are com- 
plementary; for each is a particular expression of the underlying 
spiritual unity. Therefore it is absolutely necessary for the various 
religions to complement each other with their distinctive realiz- 
ations, and by doing so develop themselves. A religion reaches per- 
fection and fulfils itself when it embodies the realizations of the 
infinite aspects of the universal spirit. 

Give and take constitute the key to progress. Science and 
technology are making rapid progress through this principle of 
co-operation. This principle is equally valid in the realm of spiritual 
science. There should be continuous give and take between religions 
for their mutual enrichment; this will take them towards achieve- 
ment of the final goal of spiritual unity. It will also establish 
harmony between religion and religion, and it will provide a solid 
basis for true understanding and co-operation among the different 
sections of the people. 

The different religions are essential to each other for each one’s 
development and ultimate fulfilment in spiritual unity. The distinc- 
tive particular realization of one religion is needed by every other 
religion for its perfection and fulfilment. All the spiritual truths 
realized by the different religions together constitute the world of 
religion. The manifold spiritual truth of the world of religion is the 
common heritage of mankind, the common asset of every religion, 
a common fund from which each may draw. Each religion is a 
beneficiary of this manifold spiritual truth. Therefore each religion is 
also a beneficiary of every other religion, for it may draw upon any 
or all of the others. Every religion is indeed everybody's religion. 
No spiritual truth is the exclusive property of any individual or 
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group of individuals. All truths, physical or spiritual, are universal 
and ever-existent. Scientists, physical or spiritual, merely discover 
them. 

Every religion is unitive in character. It fulfils itself in unity. It 
betrays itself when separated from unity. All religions are but the 
varied expressions of the Religion, which is oneness, the fulfilment, 
the summum bonum, of human life. 


CONFLICT BETWEEN RELIGIONS IS THE GREATEST 

PERVERSION OF RELIGION - TES 

It is now apparent that every religion is everybody's religion. There 
is no conflict between one religion and another. Conflict is born of 
perversion and is, indeed, itself the greatest perversion of religion. 
The time has come to penetrate, expose, and end the monstrous 
perverted practices: pursued by vested interests which discriminate 
between religion and religion and create conflict. They invariably 
set one religion against another and divide man from man. In this 
way they kill the soul of religion which is unity, the soul of humanity. 
To say that there is only one God is to affirm that there is only 
one humanity. Religion has been sacrificed and, even now, is being 
sacrificed at the altar of humanity; but in reality it is humanity 
that is sacrificed in the name of religion. 


NO RELIGION IS A MINORITY RELIGION . 


Religion is concerned with the science of the knowledge of man's 
real nature and with development of the consciousness of the 
eternal truth of the spiritual unity and solidarity of humankind and 
of civilization. Religion has no social or political status, and there 
cannot be any such thing as a ‘minority religion’ or a ‘majority 
religion’ and, ipso facto, there can be no “religious minority’ or 
‘religious majority’. By virtue of constitutional temperamental 
differences, every individual may have the religion that suits him 
best. Therefore there may be as many religions as there are 
individuals. The question of ‘minority’ or ‘majority’ in relation to 
religion is a contradiction in terms. These terms, and the thought 
and attitude they represent, are a gross misuse of the term 
‘religion’. Every religion expresses the identity, the unity, of every 
human being. It is preposterous to attempt to divide man from 
man on the basis of the very systems, and the only systems, which 


CC-0: Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri 


INDIA’S MESSAGE TO HERSELF AND TO THE WORLD 11 


are organized to give man a means of experiencing and i 
: \ expressing 
the unity of humankind. iu. 


NO RELIGION CAN CLAIM ANY SPECIAL PRIVILEGE 


F rom what has been said it follows that no religion can claim any 
special privilege, for privilege presupposes separation. A special 
privilege for one religion is a contradiction in terms, and is repug- 
nant to the very concept of the unity of religions. To demand a 
privilege for a particular religion is to limit that religion to the 
manifestation of only one aspect of the universal self. But this is a 
suicidal demand for any religion. Religion makes for life, for ex- 
pansion; life is the expansion provided by religion. Contraction in 
religion is death, both to life and the religion itself. It is the duty 
of every religion to grow from more to more in diverse aspects, and 
to fulfil itself in unity. But what we find today is the reverse of this. 

A special privilege for one religion drags ‘it down from the 
spiritual to the secular, from the grain to the husk, from the substance 
to the form, and kills the very soul of the religion itself. The only 
true privilege for any religion is its fundamental right to complement 
itself by drawing upon the distinctive contributions of other religions 
and thus develop, perfect, and fulfil itself. 

Consciously or unconsciously, every religion moves towards 
unity. Unity is thus the measure of perfection for all religions. That 
is the perfect religion which has reached unity in its varied ex- 
pressions, and that therefore is the ideal to follow. 


‘THE’ RELIGION PROVIDES THE BASIS OF TRUE ‘CONVERSION’ 
AND OF PROGRESS IN WELL-BEING 
The discoveries of spiritual science make it incumbent on every 
religion to lead mankind to the place where there is neither the 
Veda nor the Bible nor the Koran; yet this has to be done by har- 
monizing the Veda, the Bible, and the Koran. Mankind ought to 
be taught that religions are but the varied forms of expression of 
the Religion, which is oneness, SO that each individual may choose 
the form that suits him best. It is therefore the Religion that pro- 
vides the basis of true ‘conversion’, 4 conversion which is indis- 
ensable for real progress in well icon, : 
to the Religion. No [os need be converted from one ielien tor : 
another, but all must be converted from a religion to the Ri igion; : 


E 
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This alone will lead mankind to infinite freedom. This alone will 
lead mankind to that One ‘in whom is the universe, who is in the 
universe, who is the universe; in whom is the soul, who is in the 
soul, who is the soul of man; knowing him—and therefore the 
universe—as our self alone extinguishes all fear, brings an end 
to misery, and leads to infinite freedom. Wherever there has been 
expansion in love or progress in well-being, of individuals or 
numbers, it has been through the perception, realization, and the 
practicalization of the eternal truth—the oneness of all beings.’ 


CONSCIOUSNESS OF SPIRITUAL UNITY REMOVES DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
‘SACRED’ AND ‘SECULAR’ AND ESTABLISHES UNITY IN LIFE AND THOUGHT 
Consciousness of spiritual unity removes all sense of distinction and 
establishes unity in life and thought. As the one universal spirit and 
its many aspects are the same reality, perceived by the mind at 
different times and in different attitudes, it is not all modes of wor- 
ship alone, but equally all modes of work, all modes of struggle, all 
modes of creation, which are paths to self-realization. There can be 
no distinction: between ‘sacred’ and ‘secular’ nor any difference 
between service of man and worship of God. To labour is to pray, 
to conquer is to renounce, to have and to hold is as stern a trust 
as to quit and to avoid. Life is itself religion. The farmyard and 
the field, the workshop, the study, and the studio are as true and fit 
scenes for the meeting of God with man as the cell of the monk or 
the door of the temple. Art, science, and religion are but three 
different ways of expressing a single truth. 


RELIGION AS INDIA’S LIFE-FORCE WILL TRANSFORM NATIONAL LIFE 


It is only on the basis of the consciousness of spiritual unity, which 
is India’s genius, her life-force, that in every development in every 
sphere India will move to her desired goal. Consciousness of 
spiritual unity will extinguish all sense of distinction and privilege 
and transform thoughts, emotions, and actions into channels of 
sacrifice and service. It will bring about a complete change in India’s 
mentality and liberate her from the limitations of the ideologies 
which dominate social, political, economic, cultural, and religious 
life. It will raise her people from the depths of inertia which is 
born of ignorance of their common heritage and common life. It 
will move them to a feeling of common citizenship and common 
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destiny, and elevate them to the recognition and acceptance of their 
common responsibility. It will create in them the bond of united 
purpose and concerted action, with an expansive vision projected 
infinitely forward. It will release in them boundless energy, unlimited 
aspiration, and indomitable confidence in their ability to recreate 
conditions conducive to common development and common welfare. 
It will establish unity, solidarity, and harmony between man and 
man, class and class, creed and creed, and religion and religion. 
Consciousness of spiritual unity will thus provide a solid basis for 
true understanding and co-operation among the different sections 
of the people of the country and enable them to live peacefully 
together as a really Indian community. 


THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF RELIGION ESTABLISHES 
SPIRITUAL UNITY AND THE HARMONY OF RELIGIONS AS THE BASIS 

OF UNIVERSAL PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT 

The fundamental right to freedom of religion enshrined in India’s 
Constitution guarantees that ‘all persons are equally entitled to 
freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, practise, and 
propagate religion’. This fundamental right is in perfect accord 
with the universal spiritual principle of unity and the harmony of 
religions. As has been pointed out, Religion is one, but many in 
relation to forms, modes, and media of expression. That people, 
according to different tendencies, tastes, and temperaments, follow 
different forms, modes, and media to express their common goal of 
divinity is an eternal truth declared by India throughout the ages. 
‘Here we have the attitude and the spirit’, as Arnold Toynbee says, 
‘that can make it possible for the human race to grow together into 
a single family.’ : m - 

The fundamental right to freedom of religion. entitles every 
individual to freedom of conscience and entitles him to follow a 
distinctive path of religion suited to his own distinctive tendencies 
for the realization of his divine nature. The unfoldment of man's 
potential divinity, the universal spirit in man, 1s the conie s 
unconscious basis of all religions, and is also the explant (o0 R d 
whole history of human progress on the material, N me : 
spiritual planes—for it is the same universal spinta KE. | 
itself through different planes. This universal bo 0 nn 
is the rationale and, ipso facto, the precondition of the 
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right to freedom of religion and gives it its essential character and 
uniqueness. The fundamental right to freedom of religion thus 
assumes universal significance and justifies universal acceptance. It 
establishes spiritual unity and the harmony of religions as the basis 
of universal peace and development. 


THE CONSTITUTIONAL BAN ON RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 
IS CONTRADICTORY 


The enactment of the fundamental right to freedom of religion 


inevitably devolves-upon India the obligation to bring into being ' 


education which. fulfils the Constitutional national ideal of the 
harmony of religions. The importance of awakening the conscious- 
ness of India's own distinctive life-force, which is spiritual unity, 
appears to have been completely ignored in the Constitutional ban 
on religious instruction in educational institutions. This Constitu- 
tional ban contradicts the accepted universal basis of all religions. 
It cannot refer to religion in the true sense. It refers to the husk, 
not to the grain; it refers to the form, not to the spirit. True 
religion, which is spiritual unity, leads to the spiritual unity, 
integrity, and solidarity of the nation. The ban on religious instruc- 
tion concerns only the non-essential secondary aspects of religion 
which masquerade as religion itself, and thus create conflict and. 
chaos in society, disrupting the unity and integrity of national life. 
The universal truth of.the unity and harmony of religions cannot 
be eliminated from education, except at the nation's own peril, as 
has been proved, and is still being proved, in India's history. 


SPIRITUALIZATION.OF THE HUMAN RACE IS INDIA'S MISSION 

It is now evident and imperative that education, which is the 
prerequisite to real progress, must be based at all levels on India's 
own spiritual ideals if India is to survive and develop herself. She 
will thus be able to establish unity, equality, and harmony at home 
and rise again to a very great height. It is only then that she will 
be in a position to make, as she has done throughout the ages, her 
own spiritual contribution to the progress and civilization of the 
world. This contribution, in the words of Arnold Toynbee, is ‘the 
only way of salvation for mankind’. This is India's lifelong mission; 
and to fulfil this ideal at home and give it to the world is the 
raison d'étre of her continuing existence. > 
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BASIC PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION 
FOR HUMAN UNITY AND WORLD 
CIVILIZATION 


Basic Principles of Education 


The World as One 


There is an idea at large in the world at the present time which, to 
the thoughtful mind, stands as a precursor of Everyman’s thought 
in the future. The idea of the whole world as a unity recurs again 
and again in widely differing contexts, and is reflected in the utter- 
ances of eminent people—scientists, scholars, historians, philos- 
ophers, economists, and statesmen. It is a growing force and one that, 
if harnessed and given practical expression, would have the power 
to lead mankind out of chaos into concerted harmony. 

Before this idea can be harnessed, however, certain very real 
obstacles have to be overcome. Those obstacles exist in men’s minds 
and in the general organization of society as it now exists. Ideol- 
ogies, loyalties, affections, thought habits, traditional attitudes and 
beliefs, education, and laws and institutions, all work now to deny 
and oppose the idea of the world as a unity. 

Today, among those in all nations who ponder upon the prob- 
lems confronting the modern world, there is discernible a strong 
current of agreement that the way forward for mankind is the 
development of a basic world viewpoint which will provide for the 
individual viewpoint, whether cultural, national, or personal, a sense 
of completion and fulfilment. The cultivation of this basic world 
viewpoint, it is agreed, is the one sure means of ridding the world 
of its present fissiparous tendencies which now assume such a pro- 
portion as to render into mere mockery all man’s achievements in 
social and individual welfare. 

The origin of the tension that now has the world in its grip, and 
that holds out the threat of the very annihilation of civilization, 
may be traced to the conflict of two opposing forces—the one 
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making for fragmentation and strife, the other making for global 
consciousness and global organization. The former force is fed by 
ignorance and fear, and by long-sustained habitual attitudes of 
superiority and exclusivism, while the latter is mainly a force of 
circumstance, unconsciously produced by the coming together of 
nations made possible by modern methods of communication. But 
it is also fostered consciously, by some who are visionaries, those 
few who actually perceive global unity as a fact, and by others who 
formulate political and economic plans on a world scale and try to 
administer them through world agencies. Although a strong body 
of opinion is thus created, conscious fostering of the world view- 
point lacks, so far, effective planned organization. The need to 
create the psychological background, the social and cultural atmos- 
phere, required for global political and economic administration 
has not yet been widely conceded. Consequently the efforts towards 
this goal that do exist, the political and economic plans, are largely 
frustrated. Seeds are sown but the ground has not been prepared: 
the new pattern of life designed for a cosmopolitan citizen is offer- 
ed to the citizen who is still immersed in provincialism and exclus- 
ivism. This new pattern of life, being largely presented in political 
and economic terms, is unable to touch the finer responses in those 
to whom it is offered. 

The immediate need in the world today may thus be seen to be 
cultural education of a new type which will ensure the develop- 
ment of global consciousness, a basic world viewpoint, as the next 
forward step in the thought of man. The need for this forward step 
in thought is clearly fundamental to all other needs, for, urgent and 
imperative as physical needs undisputedly are, the fulfilment of 
those needs cannot by itself bring to man the well-being that is its 
aim, a fact which finds ready proof in the modern world. 

The happiness, even the very existence, of the human race is 
thus seen to be dependent upon social, cultural, and psychological 
education which will ensure the development of a world community. 
Before such a community can develop there must be implanted in 
the minds and hearts of men everywhere an appreciation of the fact 
of the solidarity of mankind. The loyalty of every individual will 
be broadened out to embrace the world as a whole; and Everyman's 
heritage will be the human heritage which is common to all. 
Through cultural education based on the world viewpoint, a world 
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civilization will be brought into recognition, which will absorb and 
integrate the contributions of every nation in every age. 

This education is of immense significance today in creating a 
new allegiance which is the prerequisite to global harmony. The 
limited perspectives which have so far prevailed, and have been 
found acceptable in assessing standards of education and culture, 
will no longer suffice. The function of education will now be con- 
ceived as the building of an individual strengthened and supported 
by the cultural heritage of the whole of humanity. The creative 
mind will draw upon the achievements, the highest attainments, not 
of one culture only, but of all cultures combined into a single store 
of multitudinous wealth. Every citizen of every nation will acknowl- 
edge as his cultural forebears the Buddha and Plato, Isaiah and 
Lao-Tsze, Cicero and Sankara, Kalidasa and Shakespeare, lifting 
each one of these great minds out of the narrow confines of the 
single culture that has so far claimed him as its own. This does not 
imply a mere superficial acquaintance with the cultures of the 
world, but, on the contrary, it calls for a deep understanding of 
each culture to reveal its universal dimension, its unique contribu- 
tion to the overall thought of humanity, and to reveal also the fact 
of world culture as a unity with innumerable facets. 

The aim of this education is to create a consciousness of world 
civilization and to ensure to coming generations a worldwide union 
of minds and hearts, springing from the integration of all the essen- 
` tial insights now carried within the various cultures of the world. 


The Coming Together of Nations 


The most significant feature of the present age is the coming to- 
gether of nations. While attention is centred on modern wonders, 
on air travel and space travel and on new and better weapons, the 
greatest wonder of the age fulfils itself in comparative obscurity. 
From ages spent in more or less individual isolation, the nations 
have now moved forward into the age of communication. Within this 
century changes have taken place that bring the nations together 
in ways inconceivable in previous centuries; and when we recall 
that what we see now is only the beginning of radio and television, 
air travel, the space probe, and the use of space, we feel sure that 
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given the conditions necessary for continued development, com- 
munication from nation to nation will prove an ever increasingly 
significant fact in modern civilization. 

Communication implies ‘conversation’; and ‘conversation’ in turn 
implies the exchange of thought and ideas. It is the thought of each 
nation, the accumulated thought of centuries, that now the nations 
are in a position.to exchange one with another. The recent develop- 


ment of the word ‘dialogue’ to mean an open and frank discussion of - 


ideas with the object of seeking mutual understanding is significant. 

The need for conversation will be recognized when it is seen 
that the development of communication among the nations has in 
turn given rise to new situations which call for a revision of atti- 
tudes. A new awareness has been born of the equality of the nations 
of the world; a new recognition has been born of the right of every 
culture to develop freely along its chosen lines. And side by side 
with these is each nation’s awareness that its own traditional way 
of thought must now be subjected to the scrutiny of other cultures 
and be part of a process of intercultural comparison and contrast. 

These new attitudes find themselves in conflict with old attitudes 
which centred round ideas of national and racial superiority and 
cultural or religious exclusivism. These old attitudes are still a force 
to be reckoned with and they constitute a serious psychological 
barrier to full understanding between nations. By working to over- 
come these psychological barriers a contribution can be made 
towards the ultimate breaking down of political barriers which 
through exploitation and aggression also stand as a serious menace 
to world understanding and unity. 

As a result of conversation between nations, the sheer ignorance 
of each other's thought, that was in the past the mother of so many 
wrong attitudes, will be replaced by knowledge. Facts of history; 
supported by explanations of concepts and ideas, being made known 
from nation to nation will serve to foster mutual appreciation and 


lead to the recognition of the fact of the unity and solidarity of 
mankind. 


Mankind's Cultural Heritage 


The cultivation of mutual appreciation and conversation between 
cultures must lead eventually to the concept of mankind as a whole. 
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Every achievement in every culture belongs not merely to the cul- 
ture that produced it, but to the whole world. It belongs to the 
world not merely as a matter of sentiment, but, in this age of com- 
eoi ds a matter of fact. Now, what happens in Tokyo may 

e known immediately in London. Every event that occurs, wher- 
ever it may be, is turned into a world event by the simple fact of its 
being made known and thereby attracting the interest of the world. 
In the same way, satellites and space probes and the sending of man 
into space are achievements that belong to the whole world and not 
exclusively to the individual nations that have worked for them. We 
are rapidly moving towards the time when every achievement in the 
sciences and in the arts, every achievement in the world of thought 
as well as in the world of action, every spiritual achievement even, 
must attract the interest of the whole world, because it will be 
known to the whole world. 

It is the fact of the proved universality of current events that 
will in turn establish the universality of past events. This will entail 
a revised attitude to history. History can no longer retain the priv- 
ilege bestowed upon it as the story of events from one's own partic- 
ular national standpoint, regardless of the standpoint of others. 
Now history will become the story of the universe; it will relate 
with scientific detachment the story of events as world events, and 
not as national events. History will become the integrated story of. 
all the achievements of mankind and of its cultural and scientific 
development. 

The study of the whole cultural heritage of mankind is thus 
necessary as a background to the study of individual cultures. 
Viewed from this standpoint all great achievements in the fields of 
art, literature, science, religion, and political, social, and economic 
organization belong to the whole of humanity and not to the partic- 
ular race or group which brought them into being. Such a study of 
allgreat human achievements will reveal the deepest meanings of the 
word ‘culture’, for such a study must of necessity confront the 
student with a wide diversity of values, each representing a partic- 
ular emphasis in thought, and therefore acceptable in its own right 
as a contribution to the culture of mankind as a whole. 

It is in this attitude of granting validity to every culture that the 
study of the cultural heritage of mankind will achieve a revolution 
in outlook, for it carries as a corollary immediate recognition of 
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the fact that every culture is endowed with universal qualities that 
can be understood, respected, and accepted by all peoples, thus 
leading directly to the conception of culture as a unity expressed 
through a variety of facets. Whereas in the past, differences in out- 
look have been the source of attitudes varying from open animosity 
to sheer indifference, now differences in thought are to be valued 
and respected not only as expressions of individuality, but as sources 
of enrichment for all. 

The study of the cultural heritage of mankind thus becomes a 
project for the study and apprehension of the lasting, living thoughts 
that man has inherited, made his own, and will in time pass on to 
future generations. This is therefore not to be regarded as an aca- 
demic study of some peoples by other peoples, but as an attempt 
to make known to all people everywhere the living traditions that 


are at the heart of the ways of thinking, feeling, and living of all : 


peoples; for it is these living traditions that are most truly repre- 
sented by the word ‘culture’. In comprehending these living tradi- 
tions, the spiritual resources of mankind, the world will draw nearer 
than ever before to full and harmonious living. 


The Nature of Individual Cultures 


The question of the individuality of each culture deserves more 
detailed consideration. . 
In analysing the nature of a culture the first thing noticed is 
that each culture shows certain main interests which it prefers above 
all others. In some degree all interests are represented in every cul- 
ture, but some receive a greater emphasis than others, and this it is 
that decides the nature of a given culture and thus gives it a place 
as a facet of world culture. The chosen field of each culture is of 
the utmost importance to itself and to the world as a whole. Each 
culture has, as it were, a basic idea to work out, a destiny to fulfil, 
a role to play in the world, and a contribution to make to the whole 
civilization of man. A culture can flourish only so long as it remains 
true to the basic idea which is its strength. Until that idea is de- 
stroyed a culture cannot die, nothing can kill it. 
The significance of this will be seen more clearly if we take an 
example and consider for a moment what are the main character- 
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istics of Indian culture and western culture, for each has, obviously, 
a distinct and separate main theme of its own, a basic idea which is 
its life-force, and which has been its guiding principle from its very 
inception. 

Western culture is composed of several different strands—the 
Greek, the Judaeo-Christian, the Roman and the scientific. Each 
of these elements has made its own particular contribution to the 

` building up of western civilization, but the basic idea underlying all. 
of them may be summarized by the word ‘expression’. 

The Greeks sought expression for their political and social ideas 
in the establishment of the city state. The Jewish and Christian 
religions emphasized the supreme importance of the expression of 
righteousness in conduct. The Romans were primarily concerned 
with the expression of their dynamic spirit in terms of practical 
administration and the establishment of law. The development of 
science, though it came later, is perhaps the most conspicuous ex- 
ample of all of this urge to express. It marked the extension of the 
area of this urge to express from political, social, and human affairs 
to the world of nature and physical phenomena. The theorizing and 
disputations of the scholastics were replaced by the concrete attempt 
to give expression to theories of the universe by applying them 
directly to the material world and seeing what happened. 

Behind this urge to express we can discern the spiritual foun- 
dations of western culture. The Greeks’ apprehension of the values 
of truth, beauty, and goodness and their faith in reason and intel- 
ligence; the Jewish concern for righteousness and justice; the Chris- 
tian sense of the worth of the individual, the divinity of love and 
compassion and the brotherhood of man; the Roman conviction of 
the necessity for law as well as for order; the scientific reverence for 
truth and fact and objectivity—these have been the creative and 
constructive forces in western civilization and have given it coher- 
ence and vitality. Moreover, they have done so because Greek, Jew, 
and Roman alike were imbued with the desire to express their ideas 
and feelings and not merely to theorize about them. This expansion 
and expression of good through society forms the basis of western 
civilization. Great social progress, great progress towards ee: 
and great powers of civilization—these are the pillars o ERR 5 
which western culture has built up, all springing from that =, un 
need to express. Through education, the refinements of living, 
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‚political organization, the development of science, and the principles 
of the Welfare State, the basic western urge to express has manifest- 
ed itself, and thus through work and activity it has created condi- 
tions conducive to wealth and power and to happiness, enjoyment, 
and well-being. 

The basic idea of Indian culture may be summarized by the 
word ‘spirituality’, meaning the pursuit of the science of the soul in 
order to manifest the divinity within. While western culture mani- 
fests physical energy, Indian culture manifests spiritual energy. The 
vitality of India is concentrated in spirituality; life and growth and 
well-being centre in spirituality. The reason for this is that India 
adopted spiritual science as her life’s mission. Even in the Vedas is 
the declaration, ‘That science is the greatest which makes one know 
That which never changes and by knowing which everything is 
known’. It is as if a definite choice was made in those early days 
between the pursuit of the science of nature, the sciences that lead 
to physical well-being, and the pursuit of the science of the soul; 
and it is thus that spiritual science has become the national charac- 
teristic and is the vitality of the race. So strong has been this science 
of the soul that it has been, in the course of history, a vital influence 
on great thought movements throughout the world. 

The study of spiritual science led to the discovery of the basic 
universal truth of the spiritual oneness of man and the universe. 
The conception of the spiritual oneness of all things led to the con- 
viction that the great variety that exists in the world, the world of 
thought as well as the physical world, found its reality in the under- 
lying spiritual unity. This not only resolved all contradictions and 
differences, it also embraced life in all its aspects, and formed the 
basis on which social organization was founded. The conception of 
the spiritual nature of man led to the conviction that the aim of 
life was to know that One ‘in whom is the universe, who is in the 
universe, who is the universe; in whom is the soul, who is in the 
soul, who is the soul of man’; and that knowing that One, and there- 
fore the universe as our own self ‘alone extinguishes all fear, brings 
an end to misery, and leads to infinite freedom’. 

India’s strength rests upon this fundamental spiritual principle 
of the unity of existence. She has flourished when it has been well 
expressed, and she has degenerated when it has been forgotten or 
submerged. India lives today because, in spite of centuries of de- 
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generation, this principle has been kept alive in the national con- 
sciousness. India shows a resurgence of strength today, and that 
strength will be measured by the degree to which she can succeed 
in putting this principle into practice, adapting it to the special 
conditions of the modern world. 


The Role of Individual Cultures in 
World Civilization 


Let us now study the role each of the two distinctive cultures, Indian 
and western, may play in the establishment of world culture. As 
distinctive individual contributions, they will remain separate, no 
doubt. But now it is necessary to see that they are complementary 
to each other, and that both are parts of an overall culture. The 
sum total of all the achievements of the human race, in whatever 
age, in whatever field, forms what we may call world culture. The 
time has now come when individual cultures must be regarded 
purely as different facets of world culture. 

World culture comes into existence the moment we give recog- 
nition to the cultural achievements of man as man, a universal 
being and not merely a westerner or an easterner Or a member of 
one particular nation or race. Each culture will be viewed from 
two standpoints. First, from its own standpoint, the standpoint of 
its own basic idea; and here we may emphasize that individual 
nations, their customs and ways of life, must be judged from the 
standpoint of the basic idea that governs their own culture, and 
from no other. And, secondly, each culture will be viewed from the 
standpoint of its contribution to the overall thought of man and 
the process of civilization. ; 

It is here that another factor must be brought into considera- 
tion. This is the interplay between cultures, and the influence of one 
upon another. For since each culture has its own basic idea, and 
lives only through that idea, it is to that extent one-sided. De 
fore it is necessary for the various cultures to complement jns 
other and supply the balance that is missing when one culture - 
stands alone. : 

Indian culture, as we have seen, centres 1 
passage of centuries, Indian powers of thought 


n thought. With the 
have not diminished; 
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but what has diminished is the power of expression. It is as if the 
thought of the nation was hidden away, like buried treasure, and 
no attempt was made to manifest that thought in the world. So 
great was the lack of the power of expression that until recently 
India was widely thought of as a dead nation. For without expres- 
sion the power of thought is rendered useless. Today, however, 
under the direct influence of western powers of expression and 
progress—expression being the keynote of western culture—India is 
being forced up. 

The vigour to overcome lethargy, a spirit of independence, forti- 
tude, dexterity in action, all these, in recent years, India has begun 
to develop under western influence. She has yet to imbibe more 
fully from the West the bond of unity of purpose, an expansive 
vision projected infinitely forward, and an all-round spirit of activ- 

ity, marked by boundless energy, unlimited aspiration, and in- 
domitable self-reliance. These are western characteristics, and they 
are the influence that will save India, rescue her from the degener- 
ation of centuries. It cannot be denied that for centuries India has 
been immersed in ignorance and darkness, allowing her thought to 
stagnate and putrefy. In the name of religion she has practised dia- 
bolical cruelty; talking loudly of purity and renunciation, she has 
merely used these ideals to hide laziness and an incapacity for real 
achievement. But, as has already been proved in the last few dec- 
ades, the currents of energy and activity flowing in from the West 
have had, and will continue to have, a most beneficial effect upon 
the life of modern India. Those currents of energy and activity are 
India’s only means of overcoming the lethargy of ignorance and 
darkness. This is the way forward for India because it is ignorance 
and darkness that created formidable obstacles in her path, prevent- 
ing the realization of her highest ideals. 

At the same time, however, the greatest care must be taken to 
see that those high ideals are not lost altogether in the rush and 
excitement of innovations, and in the course of the strong emphasis 
on material achievements. What is weak and corrupt will die; but 
what is strong and invigorating in her culture must live and carry 
the nation forward. In short, India must find the true balance of 
the material and the.spiritual. She must once more bring out her 

hidden treasure for her own regeneration and the good of the world. 
Her powers of thought, which still remain unused, will find their 
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fulfilment in expression. In other words, in order to progress India 
must combine the power of expression with the power of thought.’ 


| Western culture, in its turn, is now feeling the need of some other 
power besides the power of expression. The West has discovered . 


that no amount of political or social manipulation of human condi- 
tions can cure the evils of life. Problems have arisen which demand 
solution on a spiritual basis. It is now widely recognized that the 
world problems which arise today as the result of an attitude con- 
ditioned by the desire for power and supremacy, by greed, suspicion 
hatred, and violence can only be overcome by spiritual Ronde 


by an approach which goes beyond the national outlook and pen- 


etrates into the roots of human life and human consciousness. 

That the West is in need of spiritual help, there can be no 
doubt. None can deny that a civilization that gives emphasis to a 
more material approach to life and has brought the whole world to 
the brink of annihilation stands in need of spiritual light to guide 
it back into safer, surer paths. The West must now, therefore, 
establish her civilization’ on firm spiritual foundations and render 
them comprehensible and acceptable to generations that have been 
brought to the door of metaphysics by the path of physics, a path 
untrodden by any before. 

The way forward then for the West is not by turning her back 
on the fully rational, fully scientific approach which she has 
adopted, but by its fullest application. À beginning has been made 
in the realm of the physical sciences but the adoption of the 
rational approach to human affairs is still only in its infancy. 
What will happen when western man turns as rigorous a gaze upon 
himself as he has upon the world outside him? May it not lead to a 
new science of man? 

Science and the scientific outlook itself have undergone signifi- 
cant changes since their early beginnings over three hundred years 
ago. The scientific probing of the universe has led to the apprehen- 
sion of law and order in the very structure of the universe itself 
and to the perception of an underlying unity that connects the 
multifarious phenomena of nature. As has been aptly said, the 
beauty of a scientific discovery is the discovery of harmony where 
there appeared to be disharmony; of unity where there appeared to 
be disunity, of relationship Where | 
ship, the contemplation of which ennobles the mind of man. 
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Science did not begin with a priori belief in the unity underlying 
the universe. It discovered it. Thus it has come about that, aided 
by its own science, which has demonstrated through physical means 
the physical oneness of the universe, the West may now be respon- 
sive to the viewpoint of Indian culture and may learn with wonder 
and surprise that the discovery of the underlying spiritual unity of 
the universe was made through psychological or spiritual means 
thousands of years ago by the Indian seers whose findings are 
recorded in the Upanishads. 

Moreover, in the task of establishing her civilization on spiritual 
foundations the West may find reinforcement in the discovery that 
the rationale of her own ways of thought, ethics, and need for 
expression is to be found in the spiritual treasure of the East. Thus 
the East may contribute to the West in its present tensions and 
strivings just as the West is assuredly stimulating and arousing the 
Fast. But this can only happen if the West is confronted with the 
culture of the East and from this confrontation learns to accept the 
contribution of the East to establish her civilization on universal 
spiritual foundations. 

There is one more point to make clear if we are to understand 
the full implications of the ways in which cultures complement each 
other. Looking once more at the achievements of Indian and 
western cultures, it will be seen that each may be regarded as an 
attempt to transcend the limitations imposed by nature. Western 
culture, in working out the expansion and expression of good 
through society, found itself forced to try to transcend the limita- 
tions of nature in its external aspect, nature as seen in the world 
around. Indian culture, on the other hand, in concentrating on the 
attempt to manifest the spiritual nature of man, found itself forced 
to try to transcend the limitations of nature in its internal aspect, 

in the world within the mind of man. Basically, these two attempts 
are but different aspects of the same urge, for what man is trying 
to do—and the whole meaning of life centres in this—is to transcend 
all limitations, physical and mental. We have seen, however, that 
in concentrating on one aspect only, trying to transcend either 
physical limitations or mental limitations, both western and Indian 
civilizations have failed to achieve their object. In order to establish 
world culture, therefore, the integration of cultures is called for, 
implying the cultivation of both these aspects simultaneously. 
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This does not imply uniformity or an artificial synthesis or the 
merging of one culture into another. Western culture would retain 
its own basic idea, the idea of expression, of going outwards to 
conquer external nature and thus transcend physical limitations. 
But that going outwards would then be based upon the ability to go 
inwards also. Balance or wholeness would be achieved, because the 
power to express outwards would be equalled by the power to 
perceive the underlying spiritual unity of all things, making it 
possible to transcend mental limitations also. Indian culture, 
similarly, would retain its own basic idea, the idea that the aim of 
man is to manifest the divinity within him, transcending mental 
limitations. But this ability to go deep into the depths of internal 
nature would be accompanied by great energy, a longing for 
improvement and the ability to effect it, fortitude, self-reliance, and 
strength; thus would be established the urge to transcend physical 
limitations also. Balance or wholeness would be achieved, because 
the power to perceive the underlying spiritual unity of all things 
would be equalled by the power to express it outwardly. 

The concept of world culture takes its stand on the solid 
foundation of man’s ability to transcend all his limitations, physical 
and mental. It implies balance or wholeness, achieved in various 
ways, and achieved without the loss of the individuality of any one 
culture. It takes man to the very centre of his problem of life on 
earth, for it shows him how to live fully in a glorious universe, 
but to live in the consciousness of his own true nature which is one 
with the spirit behind that universe. That this concept of world 
culture is the way forward for man today is supported by what we 
see actually taking place in the interplay of cultures. : 

Thus it is that the study of the whole cultural heritage of mankind 
is necessary as a background to the study of individual cultures. 
Such a study must reveal the interaction that has taken place in the 
course of the development of each culture. Every culture has been 
both borrower and lender. The wide recognition of this fact will 
go far towards the cultivation of a healthy attitude bu o 
and ideas of superiority will be difficult to retain. Recognizing d 
debts which cultures owe to one another, the peoples enu Me 
will be brought nearer to mutual understanding and continued Iree 


and frank exchange. 


The integration of cultures implies growth and fulfilment withous 
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the loss of individuality. Every culture, every nation has its part to 
play. While the meeting of western and Indian cultures carries the 
clearly defined results we have demonstrated, the interplay of all 
other cultures is constant, even though less conspicuous, less dra- 
matic in its effects. What is necessary is that we should be conscious 
of this interplay, welcome it, and encourage it. It is then that we 
shall recognize that each culture has a distinctive contribution to 
make to the grand process of the civilization of man and his growing 
consciousness of human unity. 

Mankind's cultural heritage may be likened to a multiple cord. 
Each strand has a distinctive place within the whole but none is 
independent of the others; the strands intertwine and interact, 
lending strength and support to one another. Every culture, to be 
rightly understood, must be seen in the context of other cultures, 
and as one of the strong tides flowing in the world, which, taken 
all together, constitute the rich heritage of mankind. 


The Spiritual Nature of Man 


The study of the cultural heritage of mankind needs to be approach- 
ed also from another standpoint. For such a study entails a change 
in man's conception of himself. The way man looks at himself, 
his conception of his own nature, governs all his other concepts. 
Therefore this is the most important field in which education to- 
wards universal harmony has to be conducted. The highest teach- 
ings of every culture converge on one point—that the life of man 
finds fulfilment in the knowledge of his own spiritual nature. 
Neither the body, nor the mind, nor the senses constitute man's 
real nature. The real nature of man transcends them and conscious- 
ness of them. It is consciousness itself. It is eternal, existence itself. 
It is therefore universal and not limited. It is infinite, one, not 
many. Humanity is thus essentially one. All man's misery comes 
through ignorance and this ignorance is the idea of separateness, 
the separateness of individual from individual, and of group from 
group, nation from nation. This sense of separateness is the funda- 
mental explanation of international tensions, of crime and aggres- 
sion, of error and selfishness, and of all the other concomitant evils 
that beset the world. This separation, however, does not exist, it iS 
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not real. It is merely apparent, on the surface. In the heart of things 
there is unity. Going below the surface, one finds unity between 
man and man, race and race. Going deeper still, it will be seen that 
the many and the one are the same reality, perceived by the mind 
in different attitudes at different times, and he who has attained to 
this conception of oneness has no more delusion, no more misery. 
What is needed therefore is a reorientation of man’s view of 
himself. Until now, only religion and philosophy have been in a 
position to offer this reorientation and thus counteract man’s firm 
belief in his senses. Now, however, other fields are open. Science 
can play its part; likewise social science, psychology, and education. 

In whatever way it may be expressed, the idea of man as uni- 
versal, eternal being, must be made known to all. This is the birth- 
right, the fundamental right, in the truest sense, of every human 
being. He has only to claim it, to realize it, and make it his own. 

That the cause of all misery is ignorance is true in every state 
of life, from the social to the spiritual. It is ignorance that causes 
man to put his trust in the idea of separateness, which in turn: 
causes dependence and fear. Let every human being now sce him- 
self and all others as one, as universal existence. Let him sce himself 
in the universe and the universe in himself. Let him sec that there 
is but one in the universe, variously manifested. This knowledge of 
the unity of existence alone extinguishes all fear, ends misery, and 
brings infinite bliss. It gives man complete possession of himself, 
removes all sense of dependence and its associated beliefs which are 
but superstitions. It gives him infinite strength to suffer and to act, 
and leads him to absolute freedom from all limitations. Wherever 
there is expansion in love or progress in well-being, individually or : 
collectively, it springs from the perception, the realization, and the 
putting into practice, consciously or unconsciously, of the eternal 
truth—the oneness of all beings. 

This reorientation of man's view of himself will effect a rc- 
orientation of man’s view of the world and what he does with it. 
Man’s progress has been built on faith in himself. It is this faith, 
the faith in his ability to explore inaccessible regions of the globe 
and of the universe and penetrate the mysteries of nature, it is this 
faith in muscle and brain that has now to be metamorphosed into 
faith in his own spiritual nature. Man as eternal being is the dis- 
covery common to all fields of research, although each expresses 1t 
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differently, and the time has therefore come when this discovery 
can and must, in turn, be used as the basis of man’s thought in all 
his activities. 

The way man looks at himself, his conception of his own nature, 
governs all his other concepts. Thus a profound sense of unity, 
within himself and within the world around him, will lead man for- 
ward to the understanding that, in spite of outward appearances, 
every individual, every nation, is interrelated and interdependent. 
Then he will see that differences in thought and ideas and ways of 
life can be accepted because varying ideas are but varying expressions 
of the same basic reality and are therefore enriching experiences. 
It is then that man will acquire a sense of human community and 
release himself from his old narrow attitudes and feelings. 

This reorientation of man’s view of himself will give him a new 
psychology. Science and technology have paved the way to this by 
opening his eyes to the fact of the world’s interdependence and 
interrelation. Now the time is ripe for a planned, full-scale attack 
upon the psychology of modern man to prove to him that the fact 
of the oneness of all beings is the explanation of every reaching 
out in love, to individuals or to groups; that it is the underlying 
cause of every desire for others’ well-being, and that in these ways 
the eternal truth of the oneness of all beings is in fact being practis- 
ed and realized everywhere. 


Universal Man and Human Relations 


The value of the reorientation of man’s view of himself extends 
from value to the individual in the development of his character to 
value to the whole of mankind in the development of organization 
from a universal standpoint. In this study, we are concerned with 
its value as a means of relating parts to the whole, that is of relat- 
ing individuals to mankind as a whole, and relating also the differ- 
ent aspects of man’s activity and all his problems to mankind as a 
whole, 

The crisis of this age centres upon whether or not man is cap- 
able of absorbing into a peaceful unified whole differences in aim, 
outlook, and ideology, differences in culture, differences in values. 
If political doctrines, which have already led man to the brink of 
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a precipice, are not to be allowed to push him into the abyss below, 
a formula has to be found which will give all possible differences 
a valued position in world civilization. Such a formula stems from 
the perception of the oneness of mankind and forms the basis of 
international understanding and global organization. 

The question of international understanding, or a correct and 
co-ordinated relationship between nations, has to be approached 
first of all from this analytical viewpoint. For groups of nations 
analyse into nations, nations analyse into cities or regional groups, 
regional groups analyse into the family, and the family analyses 
into the individual. So ultimately the question of the relationship 
between nations rests upon the relationship between the individual 
and society. 

Society is, as it were, an infinite extension of the individual; 
what is good for the individual is good for society. This relates to 
the concept of Universal Man, which embodies that which is com- 
mon to all men, but at the same time comprehends the uniqueness 
of each individual. But the concept of Universal Man must be ex- 
tended to include Universal Man in society. For man the individual 
is also man the unit of society. An individual never develops in isola- 
tion, but has a mutual relationship with society. His task as an 
individual is to grow, and to grow spiritually, for spirituality is the 
basic characteristic of his nature. In the fulfilment of this task, he 
is irrevocably related to society through the roles he plays, and it 
is through playing these roles that his character is moulded. There- 
fore, if it is our desire to understand fully the nature of man and 
his activities, it is necessary to regard him simultaneously as an 
individual and as a unit of society. The one cannot be separated 
from the other. The assertion that we are members one of another 
implies more than the mere fact of a bond of fellowship between 
individuals. It implies that man can attain fullness of life only if he 
recognizes his essential relationship with others, that society makes 
the individual no less than the individual makes society. = 

Now it follows that the concept of Universal Man implies this 
very close relationship between the individual and socicty. PET 
sal Man is the individual in his universal aspect, or the aspen s 
as an expression of the universal being, is common to all n a 
Universal Man is also in society as the infinite extension 0 


individual. 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri > 


34 EDUCATION FOR HUMAN UNITY AND WORLD CIVILIZATION 


Therefore to view man, the individual, as Universal Man does 
not necessitate the denial of the individuality of man. Individuality 
or differentiation is a necessary part of life; and differentiation need 
not entail conflict. Individuality does not depend for its existence 


on competition or rivalry with other individuals. The clash of indi-. 


viduals is removed once recognition is given to the principle of 
variety based on unity. The individuality of each. man is of the ut- 
most value to society. For it means that each man has his own indi- 
vidual contribution to make to the welfare and progress of society. 

The ethical norm for individual and corporate behaviour, ex- 
pressed through rights and duties, may be seen to emanate from 
the recognition of the spiritual basis of society. Whatever serves 
and fosters the well-being of Universal Man is alone right for the 
individual. All social forms, political institutions, laws, and customs 
must also emanate from the same source and not simply derive their 
existence, as so often happens, from the superficial construction of 
society which is subject to change with the passage of time. 

Slowly, and under the threat of mutual extermination, there are 
now signs that the nations of the world are approaching the realiz- 
ation that political adjustments have to be made on the basis of the 
welfare of Universal Man. If this is achieved the political organiz- 
ation of the world will develop an entirely new character. Political 
organization, hand in hand with social organization, will then ex- 
press a common purpose based on our human heritage and leading 
to a common destiny. International disputes must always arise, as 
disputes between individuals can never be expected to cease. What 
is important therefore is the way in which disputes are dealt with. 
Some there are who advocate ‘peace at any price’, while others 
believe that ‘might is right’. Neither of these two extremes is justi- 
fiable or necessary if justice is administered on a universal level, 
and if that ideal of justice is derived purely from the consideration 
of what is good for humanity as a whole. Universal Man again 
stands as the criterion. 

It is not difficult to see that the division of the human race into 
separate races and nations is based upon superficial affinities. While 
it is necessary to admit and welcome the physical differences that 
exist, it is also necessary to overcome the psychological prejudices 
that now cloud our understanding of the fact that man, everywhere 
in the world, is Universal Man, the human expression of a spiritual 
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unity. What is really good for one is good for all, and anythin 
that denies this fact merely represents selfishness. What is describ. 
ed as the clash of cultures is, in fact, a clash of camouflaged selfish 
interests. Cultural exclusiveness and notions of racial superiority 
are similarly rooted in selfishness. 

What is good for humanity as a whole becomes, then, the test 
of all individual and corporate action and achievement. Consecra- 
tion in the service of Universal Man will completely transform the 
relationship between man and man, and class and class, and will 
give a new spiritual meaning and orientation to the worldwide quest 
today for justice, equality, and sharing, and will, indeed, refine and 
elevate this quest to a new dimension of experience. 


One Existence: Foundation of Global Unity 


Every thinking individual feels concern about the tensions of the 
modern world and the direction in which the world is moving. 

The basic cause of tension may be seen in the lack of adjustment 
between old attitudes and habits of thought and new ways of life 
which advances in science and technology have enforced. 

The old attitudes are based on the idea of separateness, whether 
of individuals or of nations. They are rooted in a psychological 
attitude that may be called ‘fragmented’, the assumption that man 
stands against man, nation against nation; that thoughts and ideas 
and ways of life different from our own can only be regarded with 
suspicion and mistrust. The individual regards himself as a separate 
entity confronting an alien world and it is this idea of separateness 
that gives rise to such attitudes as superiority, exclusivism, hostility, 
fear, callous indifference, and sheer uncomprehending ignorance. 

Science and technology are today helping forward the natural 
process of life, which is interdependence. Since the world is, in fact, 
an indivisible whole, of which each individual part is an expression, 
its parts are interrelated and interdependent. 

Now, for the first time, this interrelation has been made 
obvious to man by political and economic factors. Man can now 
see for himself that what-happens to one part of the world 
ultimately affects the whole; and that progress in one part cannot 
succeed unless it ultimately spells progress for the whole. Man can 
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now see that in all its aspects and activities humanity is a unity. 

Seeing these facts for himself, however, does not release man 
from his old attitudes. It does not help him to achieve a psycho- 
logical change; it does not touch his feelings, broaden his loyalties, 
deepen his character. His old attitudes and feelings still find support 
and justification in laws and social institutions and in ingrained 
habits of thought and speech. : : 

Science and technology, therefore, have provided merely a 
framework for global unity. The true foundation has yet to be 
laid. 

The true foundation of global unity rests in the consciousness 
of an underlying spiritual oneness; it rests in the realization that 
every separate group or community, every individual, although 
unique, is yet an expression of that spiritual unity. 

As has been seen, the real nature of man is eternal being, 
existence itself. It is therefore universal and not limited. It is 
infinite, one, not many. Humanity is thus essentially one. 

Since humanity is essentially one, civilization, man’s various 
achievements which are his attempts to give expression to that one 
eternal spirit within, must therefore also be regarded as a unity. 
Civilization is one. It is one human civilization and not a multiplic- 
ity of separate civilizations. Each individual civilization or culture 
thus becomes a facet of one grand human civilization. 

It is only by grasping this fact of the spiritual unity of the 
human race and its civilization that the psychology of fragmenta- 
tion can be overcome. The idea of separateness springs directly 
from ignorance of man’s real nature. True human relationships 
must therefore be grounded in the knowledge of man’s real nature 
and the underlying oneness of humanity. This knowledge alone can 
provide the real basis of human understanding and unity. 


f 


The Concept of Mankind as a Whole 


The aim before us is that mankind should function as an entity; and 
to achieve this end it is necessary to build up a consciousness of 
that entity; for an entity does, in fact, exist, even though we are 
not conscious of it. At present an individual regards himself as 2 
member of a particular group with certain specific interests. His 
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gical lon, a particular civilization. Because 
most individuals think in terms of one or more of these, a sense of 
loyalty to mankind as à whole does not exist. There is at present 
no scope for the individual to think of himself in terms of the 
whole of mankind. There is no organized integrating force which 
links up the separate groups by relating them to a whole. 

The integrating force needed for the development of mankind 
awareness is man's reoriented view of himself and of his relation- 
ship with human society as a whole. When man sees himself and 
others from the universal standpoint, two things happen. First, he 
knows that the separateness of the individual is only apparent and 
temporary; and secondly, he sees that groups of all kinds, nations; 
religions, ideological institutions, and civilizations have each their 
place, since each is but one aspect of man's attempt to express that 
one universal spirit in his everyday life. Groups will then be seen 
not as rivals, but as complementary to each other. 

In the same way, all the different fields of man's thought— 
science, literature, the arts, sociology, politics, economics, religion, 
philosophy, and so on, which are the diverse forms and media of 
the expression of thought—will be linked with the concept of the 
spiritual unity of mankind. 

This opens up an entirely new vista in humanistic and social 
studies. It establishes the study of the cultural and scientific devel- 
opment of mankind from the universal standpoint, a study which 
will make a solid contribution towards the advent of a conscious- 
ness of human unity and world civilization, and which therefore 
becomes education for human unity and world civilization. 


Education through Cultural Confrontation 


The new type of education envisaged calls for a carefully planned 
confrontation of cultures. This confrontation will take the form of 
an educational programme in which scholars and students from a 
parts of the world will participate. The outcome of the Se 
Programme will be not knowledge imparted skin-deep m teas i: 
to student, but a living experience; enjoyed by teachers and studen! 
alike. Through an active process, in which eve 
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engaged, each individual will enter into ways of thinking, feeling, 
and living different from his own. 

Now, having viewed each culture from its own standpoint, the 
standpoint of its own special genius, the participant will experience 
a deep change in his mentality. His prejudices, his narrow attitudes 
and feelings will be swept away and he will begin to think in a new 
way. A vital reorientation of his mind and personality will have 
taken place. ' 

This confrontation of the genius or life-force in each culture, 
and of the universal elements contained in its various fields of activ- 
ity, will also reveal to him the fact that all the cultures are com- 
plementary to cach other, each making a valuable contribution to 
the overall thought of man and the process of civilization. It is then 
that the meaning of world civilization will be made clear to him, 
for he will see that world civilization is, in fact, the sum total of all 
the achievements of the human race, in whatever age and in what- 
ever field. 

The task of creating a sense of human community by means of 
a confrontation of cultures entails an entirely new technique in 
educational methods. 

To bring this new type of education into being a World Civili- 
zation Centre has been visualized. This Centre, however, is not pre- 
sented as an end in itself, but as a prototype of many such centres 
placed, in the future, at strategic points throughout the world. 
Beginning at the topmost scholarly level, the influence of these 
centres will permeate down through college and school levels to 
the nursery level. In course of time, however, this process will 
reverse and the education will begin at the nursery level and con- 
tinue up to the highest level. In this way the influence of this educa- 
tion will bring about, in time and throughout the world, a radical 
change in the mentality of people everywhere. 

Therefore, although we now speak in terms of a World Civiliza- 
tion Centre, the broad result of the description of the Centre will 
be to establish the character and the technique of education for 
human unity and world civilization. Education for human unity 
and world civilization establishes the moral, intellectual, and spirit- 
ual unity and solidarity of mankind as the true basis of inter 


national cultural co-operation, peace and progress, and the future 
world community. 


^ 
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Culture for a New World 


HUMAN CIVILIZATION HAS YET TO BEGIN 


The work of the World Civilization Centre that is here being 
visualized is directed towards the development of cultural and 
scientific life in the new world order that must now be brought into 
being. The key to raising the quality of life lies, obviously, within 
the cultures of the world. These cultures are the product of man’s 
deepest insight and his highest aspiration. They are the product of 
his will, his will to be the master of his destiny. If now mankind is 
faced with problems—economic, political, social, and cultural 
problems that threaten his welfare, and military problems that 
threaten his very existence—it is because he has not developed his 
cultures. At the expense of the cultures of the world, at the expense 
of insight and aspiration, he has developed technology, money- ' 
making, militarism, and political organization. Today the world is 
ruled not by culture or thought, but by unthinking high finance, 
political self-interest, and militarism. E 

These major components of twentieth-century civilization have 
brought the world to the very door of annihilation, with Hiroshima 
as just a small sample of what that can mean. The world is in 
confusion; its brain is unhinged. It is ruled by an unthinking few, 
blindly followed by unthinking millions who are either lulled into 
sleep by affluence or paralysed by poverty. To the thoughtful mind 
it is clear that human civilization, in its truest sense, has yet to 
begin, and that if a beginning is to be made, firm steps must be 
taken immediately to lead man into paths that will allow him 
develop consciousness of the eternal truth of the spiritual unity M = 
the human race and of civilization. This spiritual unity ono fo: 
be consciously perceived, realized, and brought to pere 
aspect of the political, economic; and social life of the peop'e ©" 
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every country of the world. Consciousness of this unity is now of 
fundamental and urgent practical significance. 

The phenomenal rise of independent nations during the last few 
decades provides a clue to the method that must be adopted in 
order to achieve this development of thought and its practical 
implications. Those nations which have so recently extricated 
themselves from colonial rule were able to do so largely because 
they found within their own culture a message of unity, of confi- 
dence, of truth, of freedom, of strength. It was by following that 
message that they were able to stand erect and assert their individ- 
uality and their independence. 

The clue to the development of thought in the world today is 
the development of the cultures of the world. Each nation has its 
own cultural identity, an individual genius, which it can ignore 
only at its peril, but which it must use and draw upon for growth. 
The world is large enough to make this possible, but it is the 
present smallness of the world that make this essential. The world 
can never be homogeneous; individuality is its essence, and individ- 
uality becomes perverted if not allowed its true development. Ina 
world technologically small, the development of individual cultures 
becomes the most practical means to world development. It is 
obvious that in a small world individual cultures cannot develop 
in isolation or as chauvinistic entities. They must come to terms 
with each other, view with understanding the ways in which they 
differ from each other, and recognize the enriching value of those 
differences. Living together in a small world, they discover that 
the appreciative acceptance of differences gives them at the same 
time a sense of unity, a sense of belonging to a larger entity, the 
world itself, and an awareness that all nations are interrelated and 
interdependent within the whole. Progress in one part of the world 
cannot succeed unless it spells progress for the whole. The birth of 
this global viewpoint is the birth of a practical basis for inter- 
- national cultural co-operation for the solution of world problems, 
and for the establishment of that new world order which alone can 
ensure security, peace, and progress for the future of mankind. 


THE PROBLEMS FACING THE WORLD 


In the meantime the world is faced with urgent problems, political, 
economic, social and cultural problems. We are threatened by 
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nuclear destruction and economic collapse, and immediate firm 
action is called for if disaster is not to intervene before the end of 
this century. Nuclear armaments, including the military use of 
satellites, constitute the greatest threat man has ever known. The 
total build-up of nuclear bombs now makes possible the complete 
annihilation of mankind and his environment. A single hydrogen 
nuclear head can wipe out any of the world’s large cities. The 
superpowers are trying to maintain a balance of terror, sending out 
hundreds of submarines armed with nuclear warheads ready to be 
fired at a moment’s notice. Even without a war, nuclear stockpiling 
and radiation from nuclear testing threaten destruction of the 
human race. 

What makes the armaments build-up possible is the cultivation 
of militarism which has priority over, all other governmental 
activity, concern, or responsibility. Total military spending in 1982 
was estimated at over $ 650,000 million—more than the entire 
income of 1,500 million people living in the fifty poorest countries, 
according to the report of the independent Commission on Dis- 
armament and Security. The Commission says that for the develop- 
ing countries which account for one-fourth of the arms expenditure, 
the economic consequences are ruinous. This great expenditure on 
arms by countries, both rich and poor, all over the world is the 
main. cause of the world’s widespread poverty. A statement issued 
by the Holy See referred to the excessive expenditure on armaments 
as ‘an act of aggression which amounts to a crime, for even when 
they are not used, by their cost alone armaments kill the poor by 
causing them to starve’. K > 

Poverty is a potential threat to humanity. It is a problem 
serious enough in itself, but poverty faced by affluence assumes an 
even more dangerous character, for it carries the possibility ns 
starving people will rise up against the affluent. The indue a 
countries, with about one-quarter of the earth's population, Me : 
reasonable standard of living. The majority of the Se ae 
quarters, the people of the Third World, have a a e ps 
which averages about five per cent of that of the indus 


nations. What, then, will happen to this situation by the end of this 


iving, the higher 
century? It is known that the lower the-standard of ne a 


the birthrate. In the Third World the population d 
twenty-five years, whereas in the affluen 
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figures remain stationary. By the end of this century, even though 
one out of five people in the Third World will have died of hunger, 
there will be four thousand million starving and undernourished 
people confronting one thousand million well-fed people. These 
starving people will be armed, for the Third World accounts for 
one-fourth of the world’s total annual arms expenditure. Starving 
people are desperate people and the likelihood of armed conflict is 
very great. But—let us remember—those whom they will challenge, 
the affluent nations, have in their possession now bombs sufficient 
to destroy the earth. 

Thus it is clear that poverty, hunger, malnutrition, and starva- 
tion, and also the related question of the population explosion, are 
problems that tie up with the present great expenditure on arma- 
ments. Many thinkers all over the world therefore advocate the 
diversion of money from armaments to raise the standard of living 
in the Third World. The elimination of poverty is as urgently 
necessary as the elimination of the threat from nuclear weapons, 
for poverty, and, in particular, the widening gap between rich and 
poor, is clearly a direct threat to world peace. It is also immoral to 
allow poverty to continue for it stands in the way of justice, human 
freedom, education, the development of the individual, and develop- 
ment of culture, society, and economic life. 

This brief survey of world problems suggests that both short- 
term and long-term remedies are required to overcome them and 
achieve a world which is free from the threat of war, which has an 
equitable distribution of wealth,-and in which every individual has 
sufficient food, adequate nourishment, proper health care, and the 
necessary clothing and shelter. 

The short-term remedies will fall into two categories. Firstly, 
measures to be devised to introduce a greater degree of equity into 
the world economic order; and, secondly, measures to inform 
people everywhere in the world of the very real dangers inherent 
in the present state of the world, and to urge them to fight unitedly 
against the evils which affect them all. 

There is appalling ignorance in every country regarding the 
armaments race and its direct and indirect threat to mankind, and 
regarding the true causes underlying world poverty and hunger. 
Because there is ignorance of these facts, there is apathy and lack 
of concern. At the same time, this ignorance is encouraged by 
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governments and those with vested interests in militarism. They 
maintain a conspiracy of silence and do not reveal the facts con- 
cerning armaments; nor do they encourage public discussion regard- 
ing the weapon that can destroy humanity. This information must 
be given immediately to the people. People throughout the world 
must be alerted to the danger. They must combine to bring about 
the changes which will eliminate war. If they do not combine 
successfully in opposition to the very existence of weapons of 
human destruction, it is most likely that civilization will be de- 
stroyed by the end of this century. 

The long-term remedies required to bring a new world order 
into being relate to the main purpose of the World Civilization 
Centre. The study and promotion of the cultures of the world, 
undertaken with a conscious orientation towards their underlying 
spiritual unity, is to be the vehicle which will give a new perspec- 
tive to education throughout the world to bring about that change 
in mentality that is now required to solve world problems in a 
radical manner and establish world unity. i 

World unity is not something that has to be devised or created; 
it exists already. Man and his environment, the whole universe, has 
from the beginning of time been recognized as a spiritual unity. 
Those ancient scientists, the Upanishadic seers, perceived it, realiz- 
ed it, practised it. Modern scientists, who are no less determined to 
understand the true nature of man and the universe, are following 
paths that are leading them towards the findings of the ancient 
seers. 

The fact of modern man's search for reality, his need and en- 
deavour to discover the truth of his own nature; is the most hopeful 
sign in the world today. Science stands for truth, and when the 
present generation opts for a scientific approach to life, it also ve 
for a true approach, rather than a conventional, loaded approach, 
to the way the world should be run. Thus we find that a m 
many people today who maintain a critical attitude to the | iy 
lishment, refuse to accept dogma, and are eager to Sce Justo 
equality, and freedom established in the world. 


HUMAN UNITY BASED ON THE NEW SCIENTIFIC WORLD VIEW — : 
The trend towards a true scientific approach to the en = 
human affairs has received a great push forward as a resu 
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findings of modern physics. New basic concepts have been estab- 
lished in atomic and subatomic physics, which show that the uni- 
verse is an organic whole in which the parts are all interconnected, 
interrelated, and interdependent. The physicist is now able to see 
the unity of all things and events. The constituents of matter and 
the basic phenomena involving them cannot be understood, physi- 
cists say, when viewed as isolated entities, but can be understood 
only as integrated parts of the whole. 

Since quantum theory, the theory of atomic phenomena, does 
not support the notion of fundamentally separated objects, the term 
‘observer’ is now being replaced by ‘participator’. The object under 
observation interacts with the human observer, and the act of obser- 
ving changes the state of the object. At the atomic level modern 
physicists are beginning to look upon the world as a network of 
relations between the various parts of a unified whole. In other 
words, all phenomena are harmoniously interrelated in this vast 
network of interrelated events. 

Quantum theory shows, then, that it is no longer possible to 
believe in a world outside ourselves, subject to our observation, 
and subject to strict causality. The solid scientific world of the 
nineteenth century has to go. This means that Newton’s mechanis- 
tic explanation of the universe loses its validity once we go beyond 
the everyday environment of our five senses. The modern scientist 
is now aware of the basic oneness of the universe, of the essential 
unity of all things and events; he is also aware that man and his 
consciousness are an integral part of that unity. 

This changed view of the nature of the physical world, and this 
changed view of the relation between human consciousness and the 
physical world, now leads to the understanding that the present 
organization of the world is not in keeping with the true nature of 
man and his universe. 

At present man’s view of himself and his universe is based upon 
a fragmented world view. Man does not see himself as one with the 
universe; he does not see himself as a whole being, for he is divid- 
ed into mind and body and identifies himself with one or the other; 
he is a separate ego existing inside a body which he must control. 
Similarly, he does not see the universe as a single organism, but as 
being made up of separate parts like a machine, and the machine, 
ruled by God, works according to natural laws. The natural en- 
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vironment consists of objects to be Possessed and exploited: and 
society, made up of separate egos, is divided into races, nations 
and political and other groups, all of which, being separate Raa 
each other, are legitimately open to whatever exploitation can be 
devised. It is this fragmentation of man and his universe that is 
the direct and basic cause of present world problems and of man’s 
inhumanity to man’. It is this fragmentation that robs man of his 
noblest capabilities and makes him selfish, cruel, and violent. 
Man’s separation from nature has resulted in a depleted and pol- 
luted environment, and his separation from his fellows has resulted 
in appalling inequities and injustices, in exploitation, in the rapidly 
increasing threat of annihilation, and in a very low order of thought 
and behaviour. 

The attitude of separateness has found in modern technology 
strength, support, and a powerful means of expression. It is the 
combination of the two that today places the world in the greatest 
jeopardy. Technology, used to support a fragmented world view, 
has become a monster, impersonal, unthinking, demoniacal, ready 
to exploit or destroy whatever lies in its path, and with no respect 
for human life or for any other form of life. 

Technology is applied science, but now science is pointing 
towards the oneness of the universe, a oneness which embraces 
humanity as well as the natural environment. The great misuse of 
science that flourishes today goes against the facts and the spirit 
of science; it is the denial of science in the name of science, and 
the consequences of this denial cannot be anything but disastrous. 
The role of the scientist in the misuse of science has long been 
under scrutiny and debate. Now there can be no doubt that scien- 
tists and all who adopt a scientific approach to the organization of 
human affairs can no longer tolerate any use of technology or any 
political, economic, or social organization that is based upon a 
fragmented world view, and is therefore inconsistent with the 
scientific view of the world as an interconnected, interrelated, inter- 
dependent organism. In a truly scientific world there can be no 
room for inequity, hunger, or war. 

The fact of the harmonious interrelatedness of nature, and of 
man with nature, has been known in the world for millennia and 
this knowledge is based upon the perception and the realization of 
the spiritual oneness of the universe. The discoveries of modern 
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physics, pointing now in this direction, make possible a global 
acceptance of human unity that will replace the fragmented world 
view by a holistic world view: based on truth and supported by 
scientific facts. 


A HOLISTIC WORLD VIEW THE FUNDAMENTAL SOLUTION 


To a large extent the world is ready and waiting to adopt a 
holistic view of man and his civilization and a holistic approach to 
the solution of world problems. That the present world order is now 
obsolete is widely conceded, even if the way out of that order is 
not yet clear. Transnational and international groups working for 
global unity or world law have in recent years been able to attract 
some attention in place of the derisive smiles they formerly receiv- 
ed. There is now in the world a discernible understanding that it is 
practical rather than merely idealistic to think and speak and act 
in global terms. Underlying that understanding is, no doubt, the 
fact that there now exists much of the infrastructure necessary for 
the development of a viable global organization. A world com- 
munity based on unity, solidarity, equality, freedom, and justice is 
now a possibility. 

Nonetheless, the situation of horror created by the armaments 
race, by poverty and hunger, economic disparity, and the wide- 
spread lack of basic necessities, is ever before us as a serious chal- 
lenge and a constant reminder that fundamental methods must be 
adopted to correct the mentality that has brought about such a 
situation. While there is plenty of room for optimism and hope, we 
must not for a moment lose sight of the fact that this situation of 
horror is a symptom of disease in the social body. Militarism, to 
take an example, is not a superimposed growth on industrial so- 
cieties, it is a natural growth in societies where possessions are the 
test and symbol of success or failure in life, or where there is a 
fragmented approach to political, economic, and social issues, a 
competitive spirit, and a desire for power. 

The symptoms of disease, however, lie not only in the societies 
that impose inequities, but also in the societies that are suffering 
them. Weakness begets weakness, as strength begets strength, and 
these societies brought suffering upon themselves by weakness. 
These weak societies will overcome their problems when they look 
into their own roots and find within themselves the essential 
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elements on which to base their struggle for creati 

To remedy the causes of their downfall they en E * 
ambition, and self-reliance to fight the forces of suppression E 
deprivation. The more a nation is defeated in this fight, the greater 
is its misery, and the more it succeeds in this struggle, the greater 
does it rise in the scale of progress. 

The great scientific revolution that has taken place in the world 
in recent decades has not been matched by the development of a 
sense of human responsibility. The standard of public and private 
morality, the standard of public behaviour, must be raised before 
world problems can be solved. The diversion of money from arma- 
ments to constructive purposes will not provide a permanent sol- 
ution to those problems; a purely mechanical device of that kind 
could create more problems. Problems must be solved fundamen- 
tally if the solutions are to succeed and be permanent. 

The fundamental solution to world problems is a change in 
mentality in every country. The anti-scientific fragmented world 
view that controls world affairs today must be replaced by the 
understanding that the world is an indivisible whole. There’ cannot 
be salvation for the few at the cost of the many; peace, even an 
uneasy peace, cannot be gained for half the world by destroying the 
other half. Development must be total; or destruction will be total. 
Yet the understanding that the world is an indivisible whole cannot 
be had for the asking. It cannot be bought cheaply. It has to grow 
from a real change in outlook, based on the conviction of the 
moral, intellectual, and spiritual unity and solidarity of mankind. 
Those in every country who already have this outlook have now 
the urgent duty and responsibility to make a combined effort to 
develop it at national and world level. 


THE NEED FOR COLLECTIVE ACTION TO CREATE 

A WORLD COMMUNITY 

We find that the urgent problems of the modern world will have to 
be dealt with by collective and all-embracing action. Fundamental 
remedial changes must be introduced into the society of every 
country of the world, according to its needs. It is known today that 
in order to change an economic system or social system, or, indeed, 
any other system, within a country, other real changes must also. 
be made within its society. À new outlook, new habits and attitudes 
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have to be introduced, affecting all the people and all aspects of 
their society. The people must be mobilized for change, and 
existing institutions adapted accordingly. 

The World Civilization Centre visualizes the possibility of 
giving to each country of the world, individually but through joint 
effort, the new outlook it needs for healthy growth in all aspects of 
its national life in the context of other countries and of the world 
as a whole. By developing its own culture and playing its own role, 
each nation will fulfil its own genius, make its complementary 
contribution to other nations, and receive theirs from them. By 
doing this consciously and purposefully through international 
cultural co-operation, all the nations will be imbued with a sense 
of human unity and world civilization and of forming a world 
community. 

The sense of belonging to a world community will result from 
the study and interaction of the cultures when each culture becomes 
aware of its own identity as being rooted in the spiritual unity of 
the universe, and therefore aware also of its spiritual identity with 
other cultures. 

With this spiritual foundation the nations will reach a stage 
when international co-operation and world organization at econ- 
omic and social levels will be fully supported by knowledge, under- 
standing, and genuine kinship. As a result, there would come about 
a new international morality based on acceptance of the moral, 
intellectual, and spiritual unity and solidarity of mankind. There 
would also come about a new approach to politics. The world 
political order is now polarized, because the nations do not recog- 


- nize that they are interrelated and interdependent. The introduction 


into the world community of co-operation, based on a sense of 
spiritual unity and leading to economic justice and equity, would 
depolarize politics and bring about a new political order and a new 
equilibrium such as the world has never known. 

The development of the cultures of the world would, furthermore, 
set free the power now imprisoned within each culture. Buried 
within the hearts and minds of the people of the world lies the 
power that springs from the deepest spiritual insights embodied in 
their cultures. It is sobering and awe-inspiring to remember that 
never before in the world’s history have we had in our possession the 


power and control of a weapon that could destroy the whole of 
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humanity. Therefore people must now be mobilized to save the 
world, for people, everywhere in the world, carry within them the 
knowledge and the wisdom that tells them not what is expedient 
but what is right. This wisdom flows from the inner vision of the 
world’s folk; it springs not from history, but from the very nature 
of the human being. Outwardly the human being is frail and 
foolish, but deep within is his real nature from which come the 
strength, knowledge, and wisdom that guide him into the right 
path. Today, however, the world’s folk are, for the first time, 
called upon to use their strength, knowledge, and wisdom on a 
global scale in spite of the fact that they have not yet learned to 
think in global terms. They must act in an entirely new context. 

Towards the end of the nineteenth century a sudden change 
overtook the world, brought about by what proved to be the 
beginnings of modern science and technology. This change is de- 
scribed as ‘the.second great divide in humanhistory’ (the first being 
the move from barbarism to civilization), for in the course of the 
twentieth century people in widespread areas of the world have 
begun to think in entirely new ways. Beliefs, philosophical assump- 
tions, thought habits, moral conventions, and social patterns, all 
have undergone a drastic change which opens up the way to the 
global viewpoint. Moreover, a key word today is the word “poten- 
tiality’, for as the old way of life is confronted by the wonders 
of the new technology it is their potentiality—what they may lead 
to or develop into—that is as striking as their immediate utility. 
Life and thinking must go forward; they cannot go back. The 
potentiality of the new technology speaks always of expanding 
horizons, global horizons, space horizons. 

Today, as the world’s folk slowly become more and more aware 
of the threat of global annihilation brought about by technology 
and its expanding horizons, they urgently need to be given expand- 
ing horizons of their own. Unless the people of all the cultures of 
the world can think and act in global terms, their wisdom and 
strength will not be effective globally. Therefore it is of the book 
importance that they learn to know and understand and value eacl 
other's paths to inner vision. The World Civilization Centre 2d 
therefore intended to begin the work of expanding the horizons 0 
the knowledge, wisdom, and inner vision of the world s folk. x 

Without this expansion there is no remedy for the present im 
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balance in the world brought about by the rapid progress made by 
science and technology on the one hand, and the lack of progress 
in thought, perception, and insight on the other. This imbalance is 
the direct cause of the present crisis in the world, for those in 
power are not merely inebriated by today’s technological success, 
they are completely under its control. They are possessed and con- 
sumed by technology and use it not with mature thought, but 
compulsively. “We can do it, so we must do it.’ In this nuclear age 
such compulsion ultimately spells suicide, genocide, and the annihi- 
lation of our universe. 

It is, however, not technology itself that is so dangerous, for 
technology also offers a way out. Global organization has been 
made possible by technology. All the basic facilities necessary for 
in-depth communication between the peoples of the world are 
already available through technology. What is lacking is the mental 
growth and the psychological development required to make proper 
use of those facilities and thus remove the imbalance that now grips 
the world. True communication depends ultimately not on tech- 
nology but on the mind behind it, and culture for the new world 
must produce minds that, thinking globally, use technology to ex- 
press the knowledge, wisdom, and inner vision of the world’s folk. 

The World Civilization Centre is visualized as a beehive of 
scholars and students from every culture. They will work to develop 
the cultures of the world and a truly scientific attitude to life and 
world affairs, at the same time creating and consolidating new 
practices which project mankind as a co-operative community. 
They will create a prototype of the new world order. 

In this way the Centre will embody a dynamic committee of 
concern which will become a strong influence in steering the world 
into the twenty-first century as a community in which every indi- 
vidual will know and develop his intrinsic worth as a spiritual 
being through education, creativity, and economic satisfaction; and 
in which the nations, enriched by each other’s cultures, will live 
together in the fullest co-operation, justice, and peace. 

This tentative vision of a way to give mankind genuine and 
lasting unity now calls for a world co-operative effort to give it 
substance and the power to achieve its aim. 
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An Outline of the Scheme of 
EDUCATION FOR HUMAN UNITY AND WORLD CIVILIZATION — 


The World Civilization Centre 


The Rationale 


PERCEPTION OF ONENESS OF MANKIND ESSENTIAL 
FOR GLOBAL ORGANIZATION 
As has been said, the crisis of this age, centres upon whether or 
not man is capable of absorbing into a peaceful unified whole 
differences in aim, outlook and ideology, differences in values. If 
political doctrines, which have already led man to the brink of a 
precipice, are not to be allowed to push him into the abyss below, 
a formula has to be found which will give all possible differences 
a valued position in world civilization. Such a formula stems from 
the perception of the spiritual oneness of mankind and forms the 
basis of international understanding and global organization. 
Science and technology have brought about unity of the world on 
the material plane, but on the human plane have not brought about 
a corresponding sense of unity or a sense of common responsibility 
for the welfare and development of humanity as a whole. More- 
over, side by side with physical unity, technological skill has pro- 
vided the peoples of the world with weapons of devastating power, 
and now the survival of the human race is at stake. Therefore, there 
should now be a conscious planned extension of this physical unity 
to the social, economic, and political levels, as well as to the deeper 
spiritual levels of life, so that the human race can grow together 


into a single community. 
WORLD VIEW 


ness of the universe, 
it is also aware that 


ONENESS OF MANKIND BASED ON THE SCIENTIFIC 
Modern science is now aware of the basic one 
of the essential unity of all things and events; 
man and his consciousness are an integral part 
repeat what has already been said, 1 
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mentation of man and his universe, that is the direct and basic 
cause of present world problems and of ‘man’s inhumanity to man’. 
It is this fragmentation that robs man of his noblest essential capa- 
bilities and makes him selfish, cruel, and violent. Man’s separation 
from his fellows has resulted in appalling inequities and injustices, in 
exploitation, in the rapidly increasing threat of annihilation, and in 
utter demoralization of thought and behaviour. 

The attitude of separateness has found in modern technology 
strength, support, and a powerful means of expression. It is the 
combination of the two that today places the world in the greatest 
jeopardy. Technology, used to support a fragmented world view, 
‚has become a monster, impersonal, unthinking, demoniacal, ready 
to exploit or destroy whatever lies in its path, and with no respect 
for human life or for any other form of life. The great misuse of 
science that flourishes today goes against the facts and the spirit of 
science; it is the denial of science in the name of science, and the 
consequences of this denial cannot be anything but disastrous. 

Now there can be no doubt that scientists and all who adopt a 
scientific approach to the organization of human affairs can no 
longer tolerate any use of technology or any political, economic, or 
social organization that is based upon a fragmented world view, 
and is therefore inconsistent with the scientific view of the world. 

The world is an indivisible whole, its parts are interrelated and 
interdependent. One atom in this universe cannot move without 
dragging the whole world along with it. There cannot be any pro- 
gress without the whole world following in the wake, and it is be- 
coming every day clearer that the solution of any problem can 
never be attained on racial, or national, or narrow grounds. 

Moreover, there now exists in the world the infrastructure neces- 
sary for the development of a viable global organization and for 
‘continual progress in happiness, knowledge, and wisdom’. A world 
community based on solidarity, equality, freedom, and justice is noW 
a possibility, and ‘the way lies open to a new paradise’. 

The discoveries of modern science, pointing now to the fact of 
the harmonious interrelatedness of nature, and of human conscious- 
ness with nature, make possible a global acceptance of human unity 
that will replace the fragmented world view by a holistic world 
view, based on the truth of the spiritual oneness of the universe 
and supported by scientific facts. 
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A HOLE no VIEW ON THE BASIS OF MAN’S SPIRITUAL NATURE 

A holistic view of the world, however, can only grow from a rad- 
ical change in the thinking of people, a change in outlook based on 
man’s real nature and his relationship with the universe. The highest 
teachings of every culture converge on one point—that man finds 
fulfilment in the knowledge of his own real nature which is pure 
consciousness and therefore universal. Every being is self-effulgent, 
a sun covered over with clouds of ignorance; the difference between 
one and another is due to the difference in density of these layers 
of clouds; the difference is in stages of growth, in degree not in 
kind. This is the conscious or unconscious basis of all religions—the 
unfoldment of pure consciousness, man’s real nature, the universal 
spirit in man; and this is the explanation of the whole history of 
human progress either on the material, or on the intellectual, or on 
the spiritual plane—the same universal spirit is manifesting itself 
through different planes. 

This universal spirit is the very soul of the human being and, as 
all life is the evolution of that which is within, the universal spirit 
necessarily expresses itself through various peoples and nations in 
different circumstances and with widely different customs and 
methods of life. The difference between people and people, nation 
and nation, is not one of substance but one of expression. The soul 
of humanity is one, underlying all diversities of expression. 

Awareness of man’s real nature necessarily relates man to his 
cultural and scientific development throughout the ages in the 
context of the consciousness of the human race as a unity, a con- 
sciousness which apprehends the whole compass of mankind’s 
development, which grasps the immanence of the universal in every 
cultural and scientific experience, and which establishes the intel- 
lectual, moral, and spiritual unity and solidarity of mankind. 


THE UNIVERSAL IN EVERY CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC EXP A E 
GIVES TO MANKIND'S SPIRITUAL UNITY ITS ESSENTIAL CHA 


_ Cultural or scientific experiences, whatever their subject matter, = 

essentially thoughts of man about man; they are the universa 

aspects of particular human pM EU 
This is obvious in the cultural sphere, A 

is a human ideal, a universal ideal, a grasp upon some pene 

excellence of man’s life that is true for all people everywies: 


for every cultural value 
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But it is no less true in the scientific sphere; for truth, which is 
the goal of science, is also a value. Every exact science thus has a 
basis which is common to all humanity. The scientist offers results 
which come from his own experiences, and reasoning on them he 
appeals to a universal experience of humanity, and the truth is easily 
seen. The truth established by science is accepted only because it 
appeals to the particular experiences of every human being. 

The essential universal character of mankind’s spiritual unity is 
thus plainly manifested in every cultural and scientific experience 
through a universal truth. 


CONSCIOUSNESS OF MANKIND’S SPIRITUAL UNITY TRANSFORMS SOCIETY 


The spiritual unity of mankind is manifested in varying degrees at 
every level of life on earth. The greater the consciousness of this 
unity, the higher the level of civilization. This is clearly seen in the 
field of human relationships, for consciousness of spiritual unity is 
the foundation of all true human relationships. Consciousness of 
spiritual unity therefore is the precondition of world civilization in 
its true sense. As has already been said, consciousness of spiritual 
unity extinguishes all sense of distinction and privilege; transforms 
thoughts, emotions, and actions into channels of service to mankind; 
and creates a reverent allegiance to humankind as a community. 

Consciousness of spiritual unity brings about a complete change 
in people’s mentality, and liberates them from the limitations of 
the ideologies which dominate social, political, economic, cultural, 
and religious life. : 

Consciousness of spiritual unity raises people from the depths 
of inertia which is born of ignorance of their common heritage and 
common life. It moves them to a feeling of common citizenship and 
common destiny, and elevates them to the recognition and accept- 
ance of their common responsibility. 

Consciousness of spiritual unity inspires in people the bond of 
united purpose and concerted action, with an expansive vision pro- 
jected infinitely forward. It releases in them boundless energy, UD” 
limited aspiration, and indomitable self-reliance in their ability to 
recreate conditions conducive to common development and common 
welfare. 

Consciousness of spiritual unity completely transforms the rela- 
tionship between man and man, class and class, and nation and 
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nation, and gives a new spiritual meanin i i 

! g and orientation to th 

worldwide quest today for human rights, justice, equality ER 

privileges, and equal sharing, and, indeed, refines and e this 

quest to a new dimension of experience, fulfilling hu irati 

in every sphere of life. E EN 
Consciousness of spiritual unity thus provides a stable basis for 

true understanding and co-operation among the peoples of the 

world and enables them to live peacefully together in a world 

community. 


CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE SPIRITUAL UNITY OF MANKIND 

THE DIRECT MEANS TO WORLD PEACE 

*Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men 
that the defences of peace must be constructed.’ Consciousness of 
man's real nature and of his identity with humankind alone provides 
the firm psychological basis on which the defences of peace can be 
truly laid. Consciousness of spiritual unity is thus the precondition 
of world peace. 

The world now seeks peace through the manipulation of inter- 
national relations. But the effect of international activity upon the 
interplay of forces conducive to peace is complex and indirect, and 
therefore contingent. Mere manipulation can never produce world 
peace. Consciousness of mankind’s spiritual unity and solidarity is 
not only a direct means to the radical solution of all problems 
affecting peace, it is also the natural and eternal source of peace, 
springing from the true nature of man. It is the way forward for man 
because in consciousness of mankind’s spiritual unity and solidarity 


- he finds perennial inspiration for his concern for the common wel- 


fare, the common responsibility, and the common fulfilment, which 
alone ensure the peace and progress of mankind as a whole. 


CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE SPIRITUAL UNITY OF MANKIND 
REORIENTS MAN’S VIEW OF SOCIETY i 
Consciousness of the spiritual unity of mankind reorients manis 


view of himself and of his relationship with human society as a 


whole. He sees the immanence of the universal in every. human being 
ees in differences the same truth 


and i activity. He s oi 
nd in eS O H groups of all kinds, nations, religions, 


ideological institutions, and civilizations have 
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each is but an aspect of man’s attempt to express that one universal 
spirit in his everyday life. Groups are then seen as complementary 
to each other and not as rivals. All the different fields of thought 
and activity—science, literature, the arts, sociology, politics, eco- 
nomics, religion, philosophy, and so on—are viewed as but an infinite 
variety of forms, modes, and media to express infinite aspects of 
the universal spirit immanent in man’s life and thought. 


THE KEY TO WORLD CIVILIZATION LIES IN AWARENESS THAT THE 
UNIVERSAL SPIRIT IN MAN IS BEING GRADUALLY MANIFESTED 
THROUGH HIS CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT 
Mankind’s development is rooted in spiritual unity, the basic moti- 
vating force in human relationships though now unconsciously so. 
Wherever there is expansion in love or progress in well-being, indi- 
vidually, or collectively, it springs, consciously or unconsciously, 
from the perception, the realization, and the putting into practice 
of the eternal truth of the universal spirit in man, of the oneness of 
all beings. This spiritual unity provides the continuity manifested 
throughout the ages in man’s cultural and scientific development. 
Consciousness that mankind’s cultural and scientific development 
throughout the ages is, really, the gradual manifestation of the 
universal spirit in man constitutes the very essence of world civili- 
zation, for that gradual manifestation explains the whole history of 
human progress on the material, intellectual, and spiritual planes. 
Consciousness of that gradual manifestation is inherent in the con- 
cept of world civilization and is inseparable from it. This conscious- 
ness therefore is the precondition of the very existence of world 
civilization in its true sense. It enables man to perceive his universal 
nature by turning his gaze upon himself and his achievements and 
to identify himself with humankind in thought, in emotion, and in 
action. The actual development of world civilization is thus propor- 
tionate to the development of this consciousness and to the degree 
to which it is made manifest in the thinking, feeling, and living of 
humanity. World civilization will come into being and fulfil its 
mission when this consciousness finds full development and practi- 
cal expression through infinite forms and media in infinite aspects 
of human life, external and internal. i 
= This Consciousness, however, is still completely submerged; 
civilization’, in the true sense, ‘has begun nowhere yet’. ' 
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now be fully dis- 
manifest in every 


This consciousness and its implications must 
covered, established, demonstrated, and made 
sphere of the civilized life of humanity. 


NEW EDUCATION: STUDY OF MANKIND’S DEVELOPMENT 

ESTABLISHES MANKIND'S SPIRITUAL UNITY, THE SOUL 

OF WORLD CIVILIZATION 

re ot oe er 
E ur . pt calls for a new education, that 
is, education in the real sense, which ‘has yet to be in the world’ 
and must now be established. It must be education with a new per- 
spective, a new insight, a new methodology. This new education must 
necessarily be based on an integrated study of mankind’s cultural 
and scientific development from the universal standpoint. This new 
education will be the key to awareness of the gradual manifestation 
of the universal spirit in man in that development. It will thus 
awaken and develop consciousness of the spiritual unity of mankind, 
which is the soul of world civilization. 

This new education will reveal that the sum total of mankind’s 
cultural and scientific achievements is a coherent whole, a unity, 
constituting world culture and civilization of which individual cul- 
tures are facets. 

It will reveal that each people has contributed, is contributing, 
and will continue to contribute something specific to universal cul- 
ture and world civilization. 

It will reveal that every culture is a unique entity with its own 
distinctive identity, a universal truth to which it gives particular 
emphasis. 

It will reveal that the different identities are the life forces of the 
different peoples of the world and are inseparable from and con- 
comitant with their development. 

This new education will reveal that cultural and scientific facts 
are the universal aspects of particular human experiences. 

It will reveal that the cultural and scientific development of 
mankind is, in fact, the story of how people in each particular time 
and place have conceived of humanity, of their humanity, that is, 


the universal aspect of their experience. 


It will reveal how exchanges and infl f tion ak 
zations together across space or time and how the interrelation ol 
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ideas and values thus transmitted provides a sense of the continuity 
and unity of human development. 

It will reveal how the web of reciprocal influences thus formed 
becomes more closely woven as inter-communication increases and 
relationships become more intensive. 

It will show how the exchanges and influences thus revealed, 
though a little-known aspect of history, are yet a clear demonstra- 
tion of the actual working of the intellectual, moral, and spiritual 
unity of mankind. 

This new education will not only reveal the clear manifestation 
of the interrelation between the many and varied civilizations of the 
world, it will also reveal that all forms of culture and science mani- 
fest the fact that every civilization implies, produces, or invokes an 
image of man in terms of the universal spirit. 

It will reveal that every culture is everybody’s culture. Each. 


culture, called by a particular name, expresses a particular aspect, 


a particular image, of man in terms of the universal spirit. To this 
particular aspect a group of people of similarly constituted mental 
make-up pay allegiance. Since the one universal spirit and its many 
aspects are the same reality, conceived by the mind at different 
times, in different attitudes, in different countries, by different 
peoples, to reach that oneness each individual culture chooses the 
path that suits it best. 

As each culture has its own basic idea, its own identity, which 
represents a particular aspect of the universal spirit and is expressed 
through a particular form or medium, it is to that extent one-sided. 
Its realization is limited to a particular aspect of the universal spirit, 
whereas the universal spirit has infinite aspects expressing them- 
selves through infinite forms, modes, and media. The different 
cultures are not only not contradictory to each other, but are com- 
plementary; for each is a particular expression of the underlying 
spiritual unity. Therefore it is absolutely necessary for the various 
cultures to complement each other with their distinctive contri- 
butions and by doing so develop themselves. A culture reaches 
perfection and fulfils itself when it embraces and embodies the realiz- 
ations of the infinite aspects of the universal spirit. 

Give and take constitutes the key to progress. Science and 
technology are making rapid progress through this principle of co- 
operation. This principle is equally valid in the realm of culture. 
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There should be continuous give and take between cultures for their 
MC this will take them towards achievement of the 

spiritual unity. It will also establish harmony between 
cultures and it will provide a solid basis for true international 
cultural understanding and co-operation. 

So; the different cultures are essential to each other for each 
one’s development and ultimate fulfilment in spiritual unity. The 
distinctive contribution of one culture is needed by every other 
culture for its perfection and fulfilment. All the spiritual insights 
enshrined in the different cultures in their diverse expressions 
together constitute the world of culture. The manifold spiritual 
insight of the world of culture is the common heritage of mankind, 
the common asset of every culture, a common fund from which 
each may draw. Each culture is a beneficiary of this manifold 
spiritual truth of the world of culture. Therefore each culture is 
also a beneficiary of every other culture, for it may draw upon any 
or all of the others. Every culture is indeed everybody’s culture. No 
cultural attainment or its insight is the exclusive property of any 
individual culture. All truths, cultural or scientific, are universal and 
ever-existent. Scientists merely discover them. Every culture is 
unitive in character. It fulfils itself in unity. It betrays itself when 
separated from unity. 

In sum, this new education will reveal that mankind is a unity 
and that its cultural and scientific development throughout the ages 
is, really, the continuous expression of the infinite aspects of the 
universal spirit in man and that consciousness of this reality con- 
stitutes the very soul of world civilization. This new education will 
thus establish that in the full development of this consciousness 


alone lies humanity’s fulfilment. 


: MANKIND'S DEVELOPMENT DISCOVERS THB 
Sava pe ea vine IT TO FUTURE GENERATIONS, CREATING 
A NEW ORDER IN WORLD CIVILIZATION 
Diversity is the very life of the world. The integrated study be 
reveal that inasmuch as world culture and civilization comprises a 
the achievements of the world, and, ipso facto, all the a 
identities, these identities, unified, constitute the soul of m Em 
The integrated study of mankind's development on 7 pe 
new education is based, will, therefore, centre upon the 
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identities of the different peoples, as incorporated and manifested in 
the various systems of their life and thought. 

The integrated study will explore and analyse the different 
cultural and scientific insights and their manifestations. 

It will discriminate essentials from non-essentials. 

It will reduce events to their significance in a universal frame of 
reference, explicit or implicit. 

It will identify the intrinsic social, moral, and spiritual values of 
the cultures and also their varying social, economic, scientific, and 
political concepts, and, on the principle of unity in diversity, will 
integrate and assimilate their distinctive essential contributions into 
a unified universal life force. This unified universal life force will 
be the identity, the soul, of the new world consciousness, the new 
world community, the new world civilization. 

The unified universal life force will interpenetrate the different 
identities, the life forces, of different peoples in all spheres of life 
and thought and resuscitate all segments of the world organism. 

This new education will transmit the unified universal life force 
of mankind, its soul, to future generations through the process of a 
growing world consciousness. 

The new world community, pervaded by the consciousness of 
its moral, intellectual, and spiritual unity and solidarity, will live 
peacefully together, and feel concern for the common welfare, the 
common responsibility, the common development, and the common 
fulfilment, and will thus ensure the peace and progress of the world 
as a whole, creating a new order in world civilization. 

This new education enables man to recognize the truth of world 
unity established on the material plane by science and technology 
and on the spiritual plane through the realization of his own identity 
with the one universal spirit of the universe. 

This new education is termed ‘education for human unity and 
world civilization’. 

It is in order to bring education for human unity and world civili- 
zation into existence that a World Civilization Centre is visualized. 


Purpose and Procedure 


PURPOSE 
There is a continuity manifested in mankind’s cultural and scientific 
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development. The present is rooted in the past, and the future will 
be rooted in the past and the present. The World Civilization 
Centre has the function of creating awareness that that continuity 
in mankind’s development is rooted in the universal Spirit in man. 
Mankind’s development throughout the ages on the material, 
intellectual, and spiritual planes is, really, the continuous manifesta- 
tion of the universal spirit in man. When the material, intellectual, 
and spiritual aspirations of the past, present, and future are fulfilled 
and enshrined in man’s thinking, feeling, and living, when con- 
sciousness of spiritual unity finds full development and practical 
expression in political, economic, scientific, social, and all other 
aspects of human life, external and internal—then world civilization 
will emerge and fulfil itself. 

The purpose of the World Civilization Centre is to design and 
establish education for human unity and world civilization. 

This education aims at mankind’s material, intellectual, and 
spiritual progress which fulfils all aspirations and recreates con- 
ditions conducive to the foundation of a new order in an integrated 
international co-operative community. 

It is based on an integrated study of mankind’s cultural and 
scientific development from the universal standpoint. 

Each culture of the world, which includes scientific develop- 
ment, will be studied on the basis of its own identity and in the. 
context of other cultures and of mankind’s common heritage. 

The basis of this study is the eternal truth of the spiritual unity 
of humankind and of civilization. : 

The object of this study is to awaken and develop consciousness 
of spiritual unity and bring it to bear on every sphere of human life. 

This education will produce global-minded, socially alert, and 
purposeful scholars, thinkers, and educators, whose ideals, loyalties, 
affections, and appreciations, will be oriented to a mankind outlook 
based on knowledge and understanding of the vital role being 
played in the world by each culture. They will be purged of every 
kind of bias and prejudice and able to play their due part as 
responsible citizens living in a world community. 


STUDY OF CULTURES IN RELATION TO WORLD CULTURE 


i ied in i i in isolation but in 
Every culture will be studied in its totality, not in isolation but 
the context of an integrated study of world culture and civilization. 
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The study will reveal that every culture is a unique entity with 
its own distinctive identity, a universal truth to which it gives par- 
ticular emphasis. 

It will reveal that each people and each nation has contributed, 
is contributing, and will continue to contribute something specific ' 
to universal culture and world civilization. 

It will reveal that the different cultural identities are the life 
forces of the different peoples of the world and are inseparable 
from and concomitant with their development. 

It will reveal that inasmuch as world culture and civilization 


"comprises all the achievements of the world, and, ipso facto, all 


the cultural identities, these identities, unified, constitute the soul 
of mankind. 

It will establish that, humanity being one, world culture and 
civilization, which is the sum total of human achievements, is also 
a unity, of which the individual cultures are facets. 


THREEFOLD STUDY OF CULTURES 


Every culture will be studied in its threefold aspect: the national, 
the international, and the world. 

From the national viewpoint this study will present, in the 
context of the whole world, a proper interpretation and appraisal of 
each country’s cultural heritage on the basis of its own identity and 
its full implications in the modern political, economic, scientific, 
and social life of the country. 

From the international viewpoint this study will review the 
different cultures of the world and their interrelations, revealing 
each country’s contribution to other cultures and to the overall 
thought of humanity. 

From the world viewpoint this study will present the integrated 
history of mankind’s cultural and scientific development from the 
universal standpoint viewing the cultures as different facets of world 
culture and civilization. This integrated study will show that the 
cultures of the world are interrelated and interdependent and none 
is independent of the others. Each culture has its own distinctive 
identity and plays a role within the framework of the whole world; 
all the cultures together intertwine and interact, lending strength 
and support to each other. 
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APPROACH TO STUDY 


The approach to study will be creative and innovative and fully 
rational, critical, and scientific; the methodologies employed will 
be intercultural, interdisciplinary, and multidisciplinary. 

The approach will be purely non-political, and free from all 
dogma, bias, prejudice, and prejudgement. 


SCOPE OF EDUCATION 


Education at.the Centre will include teaching, research, and train- 
ing in the whole range of cultural, social, and economic disciplines, 
and will also cover the impact of the findings of science and devel- 
opment of technology on the life and thought of modern man. 
The Centre will avoid abstract exercise of the intellect without 
search for further results, and will be involved in constructive pro- 
grammes oriented to the solution of national and international 
problems. 


FIELDS OF STUDY 


Attempts are constantly being made to define the word ‘culture’. 
The simplest approach might be to regard it as the product of man’s 
cultivated thought as expressed in such fields as literature, the arts, 
science, religion, philosophy, sociology, politics, economics, law and 
so on. 

These, then, are the fields within each culture of the world, that 
must be used in the attempt to reach the point where thought is ` 
cultivated, the growing-point of that culture’s thought. 

The point in each culture where thought is cultivated will be 
that culture’s basic idea, a universal truth to which it gives partic- 
ular emphasis and which is thus its genius or life force. The life 
force of each culture will be demonstrated through the study of its 
various fields which are the diverse forms and media of the expres- 
sion of thought. It is therefore from this perspective that the Centre 
will approach the study of each culture. 


PROGRAMME OF STUDIES 
As is evident, the work of the Centre will be a completely new type 
of education which has not yet been attempted anywhere in the 
world. The size of the study is vast; the intricacies involved are 
many. To bring the essentials into the curricular content and within 
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the range of a programme of studies is therefore a most delicate 
task. It demands transnational and intercultural scholarship of the 
highest order, and very keen insight into the identities of the 
different cultures and into the unity of the cultural and scientific 
development of mankind. It also demands an equally keen and 
incisive academic intellect to devise courses which will fulfil the 
goals and the requirements of the studies. It is therefore essential 
to have a select body of experts from all the cultural areas, who 
will be entrusted with the preparation of the programme of studies. 


RESEARCH AND TRAINING: A NEW FIELD 


The Centre will have a large group of highly qualified experts, 


specialized in different disciplines, and a group of perceptive and 
promising younger scholars. Together they will be in a unique 
position to engage in study and research on subjects which relate to 
the different aspects of the cultural and scientific development of 
mankind. 

The Centre’s creative and innovative approach through inter- 
cultural and multidisciplinary methodologies will provide vast scope 
for research for the advancement of the knowledge required to study 
the cultures of the world. This will train scholars in a distinctive 
and entirely new field which still remains completely untraversed. 


NEW EDUCATION FOR TEACHERS 

In the wide dissemination of education for human unity and world 
civilization, a leading role will be played by teachers who have 
received education at the Centre and acquired the ideals, values, 
loyalties and insight engendered by the universal approach to life. 


' Importance will therefore be attached to making wide provision to 


enable teachers to take the fullest possible advantage of the edu- 
cation offered by the Centre. The courses for teachers will be 
designed to equip them to transmit this new approach to education 
at all levels of learning. From the topmost scholarly level its 
influence will permeate down through college and school levels to 
the nursery level. In course of time, however, this process will 
reverse and the education will begin at the nursery level and 
continue up to the highest level. In this way the influence of this 
education will, in time, bring about throughout the world a radical 
change in people’s mentality. ; 
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NEW EDUCATION IN THE ARTS 


The arts have existed as national expressions; they should now be 
oriented to the universal. The Centre will promote the study and 
appreciation of the arts of all countries as the different media of 
expression of art which is universal, and as constituting the grand 
cosmic harmony and unity. 


Framework and Technique 


STRUCTURE 


The structure of the Centre will be based upon a number of depart- 
ments devoted to the study of the various cultures and civilizations, 
covering broadly all the geographical areas. Thus there will be 
departments for the study of the cultures and civilizations of the 
whole world comprising: 


South, South-east, and Central Asia 

East Asia 

West Asia 

Africa 

America (including Latin America and Canada) 
West Europe 

Russia and East Europe 


Although interdepartmental work will form a major part of the 
Centre’s programme, each department will stand as a separate 
working unit with the task of providing as full a presentation as 
possible of the culture or cultures to which it is devoted. 3 

The allotment of more than one culture to a department in the 
present scheme was purely for the sake of keeping the number of 
departments to a working minimum at this stage. In time, each 
culture should constitute a department in its own right, and not one 


culture, nor even one country, of the world vill be omitted. : 
Each department will be in a unique position to study social, 

economic, and other problems from its own national Sandpo 

from the standpoint of other cultures, and from the standpoint o 


the world as a whole. 
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Each department will achieve authoritative status and lead and 
. mould opinion not only within its own field but also in its relations 
with 'all other cultures. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENTS 


The departments of the Centre will have a vital role to play in 
establishing and clarifying the basic concepts upon which the very 
existence of the Centre must rest. The concept of the spiritual unity 
and solidarity of mankind will be exemplified when, through the 
integrated multidisciplinary functioning of the departments, each 


individual culture is seen to achieve its own place as a facet of the ` 


culture and civilization of the whole world. 
[ The departments of the Centre will provide the framework of a 

miniature community of mankind. Each department will be a 
‘separate working community of teachers and students, all drawn 
from the countries of the culture or cultures represented. in the 
department. Through the departments the students of the Centre 
will experience the fact of cultures intertwining, like a multiple cord, 
each one with its own distinctive place yet none independent of the 
others. Viewing his own culture in the context of other cultures, 
the student will learn to recognize the essential part played by every 
culture in the rich heritage of mankind. 

The departments of the Centre have three main functions, as 

follows: 


1. Thorough Grounding in One's Own Culture. The first function of 
each department will be the study of its own culture. Similarly, the 
first task of every student on entering the Centre will be to acquire 
a thorough grounding in his own culture. 

This primary emphasis upon the individual culture will consti- 
tute a major step forward in intercultural relations since, at the 
present time, an emotional merging of cultures into ‘a round table’ 
all too often masquerades as cultural unity or the achievement of a 
world outlook. Yet it is obvious that a group of such individuals, 
each, ‘perhaps, ignorant of his own culture, and therefore not truly 
- representative of it, cannot proceed far beyond superficial friendli- 
ness; whereas what is essential is understanding, appreciation, and 
give and take, all rooted in knowledge. 

Therefore each of the departments of the Centre will present & 
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nere merid and oral ois ova cutus, Thug 

veal that special genius which is its life force 
as manifested through its literature, art, Science, social thought, - 
economic system, political system and other fields of activity. It 
will also declare its own contribution to the overall thought oftnan - 
setting forth its own interpretation of life, its own way of dealing 
with common problems. It-will assess its own vitality, on the cri- 
terion that a culture can flourish only so long as it remains true to 
the basic idea which is its strength. 

Only when these fundamental premises of his culture are clearly 
grasped, can the individual truly participate in intercultural ex- 
change. The more firmly he is grounded in his own culture, the 
closer and more fruitful will be his contact with other cultures. His 
own knowledge and convictions will give him understanding and 
will form the basis of what he will give and what he will take in 
his confrontation with other cultures. 

Great importance is attached to this fundamental aspect of the 
teaching at the Centre, and it will be one ‘of its strongest features, 
distinguishing it from many other international experiments all over 
the world. 


2. Confrontation between Cultures. The second function of each 
department will be the confrontation between its own.culture and 
the other cultures. ; 

Through a programme of interdepartmental and interdisciplinary 
studies each culture will be viewed by others from its own stand- 
point, the standpoint of its own special genius, its unique contribu- 
tion to human thought. 

Interdepartmental studies will also subject each culture to the 
challenge of the others. This challenge will arise naturally out of- 
the confrontation that is taking place, and will thus be an exten- 
sion of the normal tension that exists between any individual and his 
community. : individ- 

This further tension, springing from the relation of the indivi 
ual culture to other cultures, will have the healthy ‚effect of enforc- 
ing within each culture discrimination of essential features from. 
non-essential, permitting a vigorous reappraisal of both. The ier 
tial features, the universal values, may then be re-expressec IT 


: entific 
modern terms in keeping with the contemporary rational and scie 
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standpoint. Non-essential features will also be brought up to date, 
or in some cases, they will be discarded outright or allowed to fall 
naturally into desuetude. 


3. Forming the Concept of the Cultural Heritage of Mankind. 
Interdepartmental studies will also reveal the interaction between 
cultures, the borrowing, lending, and influencing, that has histori- 
cally constantly taken place. 

Recognition of the interplay of cultures leads to the third and 
last function of the departments, which will be to review every cul- 
tural value in the context of the overall thought of humanity, to 
reveal its contribution to the sum total of world thought, and thus _ 
to knit the cultures together to form the concept of world civili- 
zation, or the cultural heritage of mankind as a whole. 

Since each individual culture depends for its existence upon a 
basic idea, its own special genius and unique characteristic, it isthe 
sum total of these basic ideas viewed from the universal standpoint 
that must form the basis of the true picture of mankind’s cultural and 
scientific development. Each individual culture then takes its place 
as a facet of world culture, each one complementary to the others. 

It is at this point that, standing firmly on the basis of the indi- 
vidual cultures, all cultural achievements will be regarded as human 
achievements and as different facets of the cultural heritage of man- 
kind. Thus will the departments of the Centre serve to integrate the 
cultures of the world, at the same time maintaining their individu- 
ality. The macrocosm that the world provides will be mirrored in 
the microcosm of the Centre. 


METHOD OF STUDY 


Just as education for world civilization calls for a new type of 
Structure, so it also calls for an emphasis on different methods. 


1. The Interdisciplinary and Intercultural Approach. While the 
structure of the Centre will be based upon its separate departments, 
these departments will not operate in isolation from one another as 
is found in existing universities. Each department of the Centre 
will co-ordinate its work with all the other departments. This will 


be done by relating the various disciplines to each other, both 
culturally and interculturally. 3 
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For example, history will be applied in the c : 

. strate the special role of each culture in world chine E 
its universal elements, and its unique and living contribution le 
world culture. Concepts, ideas, and facts of history will become 
items of knowledge calculated to foster greater mutual appreciation 
Traditional values will be studied and related to the circumstances 
of modern life. These studies will reveal not only the similarities 
between the cultures but also their differences which will be respect- 
ed equally and viewed at once as expressions of the individuality 


of each people and as sources of fresh values and of enrichment for 
all. : 


2. Viewing the Give and Take between Cultures. Interdisciplinary 
and intercultural studies will correlate the cultures with each other 
and reveal their interaction. The interaction of cultures will be given 
particular emphasis as a new and fertile line of approach. With the 
development of civilization the debt owed by each culture to another _ 
has been compensated by an irreplaceable contribution. Once they 
realize the debts which cultures owe to each other, the peoples will 
be brought to mutual understanding and free and frank exchange. 
Each culture appropriates to itself what it has borrowed from others 
and endows it with a particular style. Hence the interaction of cul- 
tures, if it takes place in a climate of equality and liberty, will not 
- destroy or compromise the individual nature of each culture. On 
the other hand, it will show the unique and irreplaceable value of 
each culture and its original contribution to the common heritage 
of mankind. 


3. Emphasizing Consciousness of the Human Race as a Whole. These 
interdisciplinary and intercultural studies will be conducted in the 
light of human civilization as a whole and of the universal element 
in every cultural and scientific achievement of man. The very struc- 
ture of the Centre will serve to ensure the fulfilment of its main 
objective, the cultivation of the consciousness of the human race 
as a whole, a consciousness which apprehends the whole compass 
of mankind's scientific and cultural development, which grasps the 
immanence of the universal in every culture, and which estab- 
lishes the moral, intellectual, and spiritual unity and solidarity of 
mankind. 
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4. A Lively Confrontation of Minds: Learning from Each Other. The 
programme of studies will be so devised that the most active inter- 
disciplinary and intercultural intercourse and mutual sharing will be 
engaged in. Seminars, conferences, and discussions, in which funda- 
mental issues and topics will provide the basis for the most extensive 
communication and interchange of ideas and points of view between 
scholars and students drawn from all the cultures of the world, 
however widely divergent, will be a steady and continuous feature 
of the life of the Centre. 

In this way a unique opportunity will be afforded for people to 
become acquainted at first hand with the different aspects of the 
various cultures, to learn from one another, to share their own rich 
heritage with other races and other nations, and to engage in a 
fruitful dialogue together. From this lively confrontation of minds 
will emerge a new perspective, a new point of view, which will 
manifest itself in a recognition of the positive values of the different 
aspects of each culture and the distinctive contribution each can 
make to human civilization as a whole. 

While lectures will still occupy a necessary place in the dis- 
semination of information and ideas, the focus point of this new 
educational system will not be the lecture but the dialogue that will 
take place between the scholars in the various fields and from the 
various cultures. The lecture will be useful in so far as it provides 
material for discussion and will therefore be subsidiary rather than 
the centre of the educational process. The real education will begin 
when the lecture is finished and the questions and issues it raises 
are thrashed out round the seminar table. 

This education will be an active process in which everyone is 
engaged. The rigid division between student and teacher will be 
broken down. All will be students and all will be teachers, for the 
most significant phenomenon of this bringing together of the 
scholars and thinkers of the different nations will be the fact that 
they will educate one another. 


5. The Living Transmission of Living Traditions. It is important to 
note that the living traditions which are at the heart of the ways O 
thinking, feeling, and living of all peoples will be actually trans” 
mitted by those who are themselves the living embodiments © 
traditions, people who live by them and have been nurtured in thelr 
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atmosphere. This living transmission of living traditions will result 
not only in transmission but in an almost unconscious modification 
of the personalities involved as a result of the living impact of 
other traditions upon them. Thus a world community in miniature, 


as distinct from a mere aggregate of people of different cultures, 
will emerge. 


The Results 


THE RESULTS FOR THE INDIVIDUAL 


One clear and inescapable result of the intercultural confrontation 
to which the student is committed by the structure of the Centre is 
that he will be carried beyond mere intellectual study to the realm 
of personal experience: He will study not merely books but people; 
he will hear from them the viewpoints and values of their own 
cultures and see for himself the attitudes engendered. Thus he will 
come to realize that all viewpoints, values, and attitudes represent 
a common human endéavour, a common human spiritual experience 
springing from the fundamental fact of the unity of life. 

In him will then be born true consciousness of the human race 
as a human community and he will move naturally and sponta- 
neously towards the comprehension of the spiritual solidarity of 
mankind. His ideals, loyalties, affections, and appreciations will be 
oriented to a mankind outlook. 3 

Contemporary education has concentrated too heavily on the 
development of the intellect and has become too much the acquisi- 
tion of book learning and information, leaving untouched all too 
often the deeper springs of heart and mind and spirit. Asa result 
it produces individuals whose intellect and emotions are not inte- 
grated but precariously poised in uneasy tension. The education for 
world civilization must be an education of the whole man, strength- 
ened and supported by the cultural heritage of the whole of 
humanity. In this education an intellectual conception of the unity 
of mankind will be replaced by a deep and profound sense of unity. 
A man must not only think it; he must feel it; he must live it. This 


perhaps can best be achieved by the actual discovery in experience 


f one’s unity wi hose outlook appears to be alien to, and - 
of one’s unity with those who ape 


different from, one's own as one engages 
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them. The dialogue itself will constitute a process of social and 
psychological as well as cultural education of a far-reaching kind, 
such as is rarely experienced in contemporary educational institu- 
tions, except only incidentally as certain individuals happen upon 
it spontaneously. 

It is the hope that anyone who attends the Centre will never be 
quite the same again. Not only will he have learned about the ways 
of thinking, feeling, and living of other peoples and races, but he 
will begin to think in a new way himself. 

He will develop an inward sense of being a member of the 
human race simultaneously with being a member of his own nation 
and culture. 

He will find himself engaged in a radical revision of his own 
preconceptions and in a drastic reassessment of his own cultural 
heritage. 

He will have become a citizen of the world and henceforth will 
look at things from a world perspective. eff 

He will recognize and appreciate the value of all cultures, and 
will lose the narrow perspective of his own particular culture or 
creed and view horizons that transcend and pass beyond the bound- 
aries of his own limited world. 


THE RESULTS FOR SOCIETY 


What, it may be asked, is the practical value of:the study and culti- . 


vation of cultures? What is its relevance to a world beset with 
practical problems? The answer is that education for human unity 
and world civilization is of the utmost practical value. It tackles 
world problems at their root by changing the mentality that gave 
rise to them. 

An individual, whose way of thinking and whose ideals, loyalties, 
and appreciations are oriented to a mankind outlook, will naturally 
act in a way that gives expression to his consciousness of the human 
race as a human unity. Education for human unity and world “civi- 
lization, when developed on a wide scale, will have a direct impact 
upon society and upon the way the peoples of the world appr oach 
solutions to their problems. As things are at present, both national 
and international problems are sought to be solved by people who 
are the product of the old regime based upon a ‘fragmented’ men- 
tality, the mentality which has brought those problems into being. 
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A scientist, searching for a virus that causes a disease, is not for 
the moment concerned with the effects of the virus upon the patient; 
his aim is to discover how to eliminate the virus, 


S c r : not merely its 
effects. His ultimate aim, however, is not an abstract one divorced 


from practical reality; it is the most practical of all because it is 
the most fundamental. 

In the same way the study and cultivation of cultures is for man 
today the most practical pursuit, for through it he will discover how 
to eliminate the causes of the world's besetting problems. Cultures 
deal with thought patterns and behaviour patterns, and thought 
and behaviour are the material out of which, in positive or in neg- 
ative ways, man has created the problems that he now wishes to 
solve. 

Has he looked down upon and exploited those whose colour 
differs from his own? Then now he reaps a harvest of social unrest 
based on racial antagonism. Has he tried to build up the economic 
strength of his own nation at the cost of a weaker nation? Then 
now he reaps a harvest of rebellion. Has he built up a system and 
a way of life in which cut-throat competition is the supreme law 
and in which profit-making is the chief value? Then now he reaps a 
harvest of moral and spiritual sterility and a mentality ruled by 
fear. Has he built up armaments and nuclear weapons in an attempt 
to make his own nation stronger than any other? Then now he reaps 
a harvest of death. He has created the urgent likelihood of the 
death, the annihilation, not only of his own country, but of the 
whole world. 

The first step towards solving these problems would be to 
understand the thought processes that led to them and made fem 
possible. What is racial discrimination? How and why does it arise! 
Under what conditions can it be eradicated and avoided? Why does 
one nation or group strengthen its own economic life by ipe 
the strength of another? What is the source of the Wrong attitu x 
that leads to this? The organization of labour and industry, yar 
is the main characteristic of modern society, does not of itse 


ition Wi -making 
i -cut-throat competition with profit-ma ing 
necessitate a system of-cut-thr p Mese 


the root of the attitudes and s 
d deeper into these troubles 
for human unity 


ization and they can be changed. At 
behaviour that have led man deeper an ; 
lie mental factors that can be changed. Education 
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and world civilization will help to expose and remedy these mental 
factors. It will provide for the future world society a pattern of 
thought and behaviour that will enable humankind to live in peace, 
not merely political ‘peace’, a state of no war, but mental peace 
with real and deep spiritual foundations. 

The basic change in thought and behaviour patterns cultivated 
by this new approach to education will spring from the concept of 
the spiritual unity and solidarity of the human race. Scientifically 
understood, intellectually accepted, and emotionally imbibed, the 
fact of the oneness of humanity will be assimilated into the thought 
and behaviour of the individual and, therefore, of society. Only 
then will today’s social aspiration—justice, liberty, equality, frater- 


nity—assume a realistic character. Only then will the benefits of : 


intellectual and creative activities relating to education, science, 
and culture reach the individual; and only then will every individual, 
through the all-round sharing of those benefits, achieve full devel- 
opment of personality. 


Mechanism 


CHARACTER OF THE CENTRE 


The Centre will be a residential institution for teaching; research, 
and training at postgraduate level. 

It will be international, interracial, and intercultural in character, 
and this will be fully reflected in its structure, administration, 
faculty, student body, areas of study, and method of study. 


STATUS 
The Centre will have university status. 


ENROLMENT 


Admission will be open to university graduates. 
Students will be enrolled in the department of their own culture. 


DEGREES, DIPLOMAS, AND CERTIFICATES 


Master’s and doctor's degrees, diplomas, and certificates will be 
awarded for study and research at the Centre. 
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FACULTY AND STUDENTS 


An international faculty will cover the whole range of study and 
research at the Centre. The presentation of the subjects will be 
entrusted to scholars who belong to the cultural area under con- 
a and are recognized specialists in their respective fields of 
study. 

The students of the Centre will be drawn from all cultures and 
from as many geographical areas as possible. 


A WORLD FORUM WHICH WILL DISCUSS THE SOLUTION OF NATIONAL 
AND INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS THROUGH A PLANETARY PARTNERSHIP 
The international faculty and the international student body will 
create a base for continual reflection and dialogue that they, and 
through them their nations, may learn to know one another and 
derive mutual enrichment from the appreciative acceptance of each 
other’s social, moral, and spiritual values. 

Reflection and dialogue will also enable them to make a 
meaningful contribution to the development of cross-national, 
cross-cultural comparative studies which are at present greatly 
hampered by the essentially national compartmentalization of the 
academic world. The present situation of the world and the increas- 
ingly global nature of problems require the supplementing of 
national systems of education with an international system. 

The faculty and the student body will create a community of 
intellectuals from all parts of the world, who, in themselves, will 
be of unique value in promoting the development of mutual respect, 
harmonization, and tolerance among nations, thus enabling man 
to relate himself to his global environment through scholarly and 
scientific dialogue and learning. This will create a continuing 
spectrum of scholarship for the exploration of ways of Preventing 
and avoiding—as well as dissolving or adjusting—conflicts. Above 
all, it will stimulate the intellectual participation of the Peoples of 
different countries in the understanding of world affairs and will 
accelerate the solution of national and international problems 


through a planetary partnership. 


LIBRARIES i E. 
The Centre will have a well-equipped general Eu wi 
collection of works covering all the cultures of the world. 
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Each department of the Centre will also have a duplicate library 
representing its own culture. 


PUBLICATIONS 

The publications department will play a very important role in the 
work of the Centre. It will undertake a programme of publications 
oriented to the fulfilment of the purpose of the Centre. 


JOURNAL 

A journal named World Civilization will be the organ of the 
Centre. The aim of the journal will be to educate the public of 
the world regarding the aims of the Centre, and to mobilize creative 
co-operation and participation in its work. By inviting the co- 
operation of the world’s leading universalists, thinkers, and 
scholars, and utilizing in addition the Centre’s diversity of cultural 
representation, World Civilization will seek to pool the wisdom of 
creative minds in all Jands and in the different fields of human 
activity, and direct it to moulding the various thought of the world. 
Thus this journal will point the way to the foundation of a world 
community in which people of different lands and different cultures 
will live together in peace, security and abundance. 


BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION 

Broadcasting and television will have an important part to play 
in spreading the message and influence of the Centre throughout 
the world. National, international, and world problems will be 
scrutinized and debated at the Centre, and the findings broadcast. 


CO-OPERATION WITH INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS 


The Centre will be in itself an international community of scholars 
engaged in studies relating to the development of the individual 
cultures in the context of mankind’s development as a whole. This 
field of work is new, and for its success it will demand continual 
collaboration from transnational and international scholarship. The 
Centre will therefore invite co-operation from distinguished indi- 
viduals, organizations, and institutions working in related fields. 


CULTURAL INFORMATION UNIT 
The Centre will organize a unit to receive and exchange from all 
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over the world information relevant to the advancement of its work 
It will also organize the wide dissemination of information = 
educate the public of the world on matters relating to the different 
cultures and to world unity, world peace, development and welfare. | 


FINANCE 
For its finance the Centre will draw upon the following sources: 


. Grants and scholarships from all countries; 

. Grants and scholarships from Trusts and Foundations; 

. Grants from industrial corporations; 

. Grants from financial corporations; 

. Grants from international organizations; 

. Private donations; 

. An international Foundation named WORLD CIVILIZATION 
FOUNDATION Which will be created for the maintenance of the 
Centre. 


QUO > 


GOVERNANCE OF THE CENTRE 

The governance of the Centre will vest in an incorporated body 
which will function through an international intercultural Governing 
Body and an international intercultural Academic Board. 


HOW TO BEGIN THE CENTRE AS AN INTEGRATED INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATIVE ORGANIZATION 

The Centre, by its very nature, will be the product of the 
administrative, academic, and financial collaboration of the different 
countries of the world. The involvement of every country is essential 
to the fulfilment of the Centre’s objectives and will be in each 
country’s national interest. ; 

Every country will be in a unique position to present its own 
culture to the world community from its national standpoint, from 
the international standpoint, and from the standpoint of the world 
as a whole. 3 f 

Every country will thus find itself an equal beneficiary of the 
Centre. EL E 
In establishing the departments, the Centre will invite pe 
tion from the different countries of the world. In this way ee 
culture or cultural group will be provided with accommodation, E 
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faculty, students, and maintenance, comprising its own department 
within the framework of the Centre. 

The structure of the Centre, the administration, the faculty, and 
the student body are all planned to reflect the international and 
intercultural character of the Centre, and to create a miniature 
community of mankind, reproducing the coming together of peoples 
that marks the spirit of this age. Added to this, the method of study 
develops, cultivates, and brings into being the new education 
envisaged by the Centre. 


The Future of the Centre 


THE NEW SOCIETY OF THE FUTURE 

The Centre will be a specialized institution for the study of man- 
kind’s cultural and scientific development from the universal stand- 
point. It is visualized that teachers and students drawn from all 
countries of the world will be involved in the pursuit of this new 
approach to education. 

The Centre will develop into an international community living 
in a township in which will be worked out the ideals and senti- 
ments of a co-operative commonwealth. Life in this community will 
spring from the sense of human unity generated by the Centre. The 
profound sense of unity attained through personal experience at the 
scholastic level will lead to a change in perspective at the social 
level. It will completely transform the relationship between man and 
man and class and class. The world-wide quest for justice, equality, 


and sharing will be reoriented in this township and given a new . 


spiritual meaning. Here it will be refined and elevated to a new 
dimension of experience. Thus this international community will 
become a prototype of the new society of the future. 


THE CAMPUS: A CITY OF MANKIND 


The location of an institution of the type envisaged will of necessity 
play a major role in its success and in the fulfilment of its very 
high objectives. The permanent site of the Centre, when developed, 
will be carefully selected, due consideration being given to such 
factors as scenic beauty, distance from the strife and tumult of the 
modern world, and easy accessibility by plane, motor car, and train. 
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Because of its international character, the campus will need to 
be situated in a place with a temperate and salubrious climate 
where people from varying climatic zones will be able to live and 
work comfortably throughout the year. 

The campus will be shaped into a city of mankind, and made a 
symbol of mankind’s collective wisdom and aspiration. 

In architecture and in lay-out of buildings and gardens, and in 
the atmosphere created by an international community life, the city 
of mankind will epitomize world civilization in its unity and 
diversity. 

It must be emphasized that this city of mankind will not be a 
collection of pavilions such as are seen at world fairs. A mere 
conglomeration of people setting out to appreciate each other's 
customs, costumes, and cuisine will achieve nothing. Only an 
insight into the thought and attitudes of others can bring about a 
radical psychological change and lead to an appreciation of the 
value of the different thought processes which have resulted in 
different cultures. Education for human unity and world civiliza- 
tion, as developed at the Centre, will provide that necessary insight. 
This insight will fully manifest itself in every aspect of the design 
of the city of mankind. . 


In Retrospect 


UNIQUE FEATURES OF THE CENTRE 

1. The Centre will design and establish education for human unity 
and world civilization. This education aims at mankind’s material, 
intellectual, and spiritual progress which fulfils all aspirations and 
recreates conditions conducive to the foundation of a new world 
order in an integrated international co-operative community. 

2. It will be a residential institution for teaching, research, and 
training at postgraduate level. : : 

3. It will be an integrated international inter-racial and inter- 
cultural organization, and this will be fully reflected in its structure, 
administration, faculty, student body, areas of study, and method 
of study. : 

4. It will be purely non-political and free from all dogma, bias, 
prejudice, and prejudgement. 
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5. It will avoid abstract exercise of the intellect without search 
for further results, and will be involved in constructive programmes 
oriented to the solution of national and international problems. 

6. It will make an integrated study of mankind’s cultural and 
scientific development from the universal standpoint and will study 
each culture of the world on the basis of its own identity and in 
the context of other cultures and of mankind’s common heritage. 
The basis of this study is the eternal truth of the spiritual unity of 
humankind and of civilization, and the object of this study is to 
awaken and develop consciousness of spiritual unity and bring it to 
bear on every sphere of human life. 

7. It will identify the social, moral, and spiritual values of the 
cultures of the world, and also their varying social, economic, and 
political concepts, so as to integrate their distinctive contributions 
into a new world order. 

8. It will provide vast scope for research for the advancement of 
the knowledge required to study the cultures of the world. This 
will train scholars in a distinctive and entirely new field, which still 
remains completely untraversed. 

9. It will promote the study and appreciation of the performing 
arts of all countries on the basis of their own distinctive character- 
istics as the many-sided expression of art which is universal, and as 
the different components of the grand world symphony. Dance, 
drama, and music now exist as exclusive national expressions. In 
the new world order they will be oriented to the universal. 

10. It wiil make wide provision to enable teachers to take the 
fullest possible advantage of education for human unity and world 
civilization. In the wide dissemination of this education, a leading 
role will be played by teachers who have themselves acquired the 
ideals, values, loyalties, and insight engendered by the universal 
approach to life. The courses for teachers will therefore be designed 
to equip them to transmit the new approach to education at all 
levels of learning. From the topmost scholarly level its influence 
will permeate down through college and school levels to the nursery 
deni ue of time, however, this process will reverse and the 
highest- | a gin at the nursery level and continue up to the 

E evel. In this way the influence of this education will, in 


time, bring about throughout the world i : "s 
mentality. orld a radical change in people 
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11. It will produce global-minded, sociall alert, 
scholars, thinkers, and educators, whose loyalties en 
appreciations will be oriented to a mankind outlook based on 
knowledge and understanding of the vital role being played in the 
world by each culture. They will be purged of every kind of bias 
and prejudice and able to play their due part as responsible citizens 
living in a world community. 

12. It will be a beehive of scholars and students from every culture. 
They will work to develop the cultures of the world and a truly 
scientific attitude to life and world affairs, at the same time creat- 
ing and consolidating new practices which project mankind asa 
co-operative community. They will create a prototype of the new 
world order in which all nations of the world, enriched by each 
other’s cultures, will live together in the fullest co-operation, 
justice, and peace. 

13. It will create for scholars a base for continual reflection and 
dialogue that they, and through them their nations, may learn to 
know one another and derive mutual enrichment from the apprecia- 
tive acceptance of each other’s social, moral, and spiritual values. 

14. It will give scholars a base from which they can make a 
meaningful contribution to the development of cross-national, 
cross-cultural comparative studies, which are at present greatly 
hampered by the essentially national compartmentalization of the 
academic world. The present situation of the world and the increas- 
ingly global nature of problems require the supplementing of 
national systems of education with an international system. 

15. It will create a community of intellectuals from all parts of 
the world who would in themselves be of unique value in promoting 
the development of mutual respect, harmonization, and tolerance 
among nations, thus enabling man to relate himself to his global 
environment through scholarly and scientific dialogue and learning. 
This will create a continuing spectrum of scholarship for the ex- 
ploration of ways of preventing and avoiding as well as cise 
or adjusting conflicts. Above all, it will stimulate the ine 
participation of the peoples of different countries In the un m 
standing of world affairs and accelerate the solution of setioa 
and international problems through a planetary partnership- me n" 
way the Centre will embody a dynamic committee of concern W x 
will become a strong influence in steering the world into the twenty- 
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first century as.a community in which every individual will know 
and develop his intrinsic worth as a spiritual being through educa- 
tion, creativity, and economic satisfaction, and in which the nations, 
enriched by each other's cultures, will live together in the fullest 
co-operation, justice, and peace. 
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PART FIVE " : 
THE WORLD CIVILIZATION CI N 
in relation to SR 


UNESCO’S DECLARATION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF — — 
INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL CO-OPERATION. 


The Principles of Internationa] 


Cultural Co-operation and Their 
Implementation 


The idea of international co-operation on the cultural level carries 
far greater significance than that on any other level. On other levels 
international co-operation has clearly defined limits, but culture is 
a term whose meaning extends far into the deepest reaches of man’s 
thought. International cultural co-operation therefore signifies that 
the nations of the world will work together not merely on the 
framework, but on the very foundation of civilized living. 

How the nations think carries far greater weight, in the long 
run, than how they conduct their political, economic, and social 
affairs. In fact they are now beginning to understand that political, 
economic, and social goals cannot be achieved unless the thought is 
made to fit the deed. Numerous attempts have been made to bring 
unity in the world, but these attempts have failed because they 
depended upon a mechanical manoeuvre, and ignored completely - 
the varied mentality of those called upon to take part. 

And yet, at the same time, with each day that passes, the modern 
world finds itself forced more and more, by its own momentum, to 
treat itself as a unity. The discovery has been made that each part 
of the world is affected by every other part; that progress 18 not 
progress until it covers the whole world. ] 

While it is science and technology that have brought about this 
new understanding that the world is a whole and must be treated as 
a whole, science and technology have also demonstrated that they 
are not ends in themselves. The power and the security the eet 
have been proved false. Nevertheless poWer and security e me 
nating goals and they now possess men's minds more firmly 


any other aspiration. The result is that, in spite of much physical m S 


progress, mentally man is now drifting apart. 
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‘Since wars begin in the minds of men,’ says Unesco’s Constitu- 
tion, ‘it is in the minds of. men that the defences of peace must be 
constructed.’ 

The minds of men, then, are to be the field of international 
cultural co-operation. 

The realization that the mind is to be the field of action is, 
indeed, a great step forward. It marks a reorientation away from 
dependence upon temporary methods of amelioration and a reaching 
out towards a radical approach to progress. 

When the mind is the field of action the only possible activity is 
education. The call for international cultural co-operation is there- 
fore a call for education from the universal standpoint. 

Unesco’s Constitution also recognizes that peace must be 
founded upon the intellectual and moral solidarity of mankind. It 
calls for ‘the education of humanity for justice and liberty and 
peace’, regarding this as ‘a sacred duty which all the nations must 
fulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern’. 

The idea of international cultural co-operation may now be 
analysed into two main factors. In the first place it depends upon 
the introduction of a new type of education which, being based on 
the universal standpoint, will produce the future citizen of the 
commonwealth of mankind. Secondly, it depends upon the mutual 
assistance and concern of every nation. 

This, then, is the significance of Unesco’s call for international 
cultural co-operation. This call has been enunciated through eleven 
Principles or Articles. The question now before us is, How are 
these Principles to be implemented? The time has come to tackle 
this question objectively. 

It will be seen that education at the World Civilization Centre 
provides the psychological basis of the principles of international 
cultural co-operation. This education will bring about the complete 
reorientation of thought, emotion, and action which is a necessary 
prerequisite to international cultural co-operation. The knowledge 
that humankind is a unity, and that the different cultures of the 
world are but different facets of one human culture, is basic to the 
education at the Centre and supplies the intellectual, moral, and 
er andstion on which the superstructure of international 
in Kerne can be truly raised. Through the working of ' 

Orid Civilization Centre the Principles of international cultural 
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co-operation leap into life. They take on flesh and blood. The 
become dynamic. On 

Unesco's Declaration of the Principles of International Cultural 
Co-operation was unanimously adopted by the General Conference 
of Unesco at its 14th Session on 4 November 1966, the twentieth 
anniversary of the foundation of the Organization. The Declaration 
was proclaimed ‘to the end that governments, authorities, organiza- 
tions, associations, and institutions responsible for cultural activ- 
ities may constantly be guided by these Principles’. Its purpose was 
to advance, *through the educational, scientific, and cultural rela- 
tions of the peoples of the world, the objectives of peace and 
welfare that are defined in the Charter of the United Nations’. 

Let us now consider the education provided by the World 
Civilization Centre in relation to the principles of international 
cultural co-operation set out by Unesco. . 


The Principles and the Role of the Centre 


ARTICLE I 

1. Each culture hasa dignity and value which must be respected 
and preserved. 

2. Every people has the right and the duty to develop its culture. 

3. In their rich variety and diversity, and in the reciprocal 
influences they exert on one another, all cultures form part of 
the common heritage belonging to all mankind. 


THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE : 
1. The very framework of the Centre, in which each culture i 
one department, is itself based on the principle of the validity 0 
all cultures and the fact of their interaction and mutual entium 
The departments of the Centre are based essentially pas a : 
principle of respect for the dignity and value of each culture 


the need to preserve and develop that culture. 


2. Since the faculty and student body of cach diee e 
belong to the culture of that department, the confrontation hat 
each people the fact tha 


cultures will forcefully demonstrate to peers 
the healthy development of their own culture is à us mg t 
which must be fulfilled if the nations are to live toget 
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operation, understanding, and peace. The development of each 
culture is necessary to preserve the distinctive value each culture 
embodies within itself. Since each culture is a part of the common 
_ heritage of mankind, the distinctive cultural value each one embodies 
will exert, through reciprocal exchange, a very healthy and benefi- 
cent influence upon other cultures and will thus. work for their 
mutual enrichment. 

3. The co-ordination of work in the departments, through inter- 
disciplinary and intercultural studies, is so designed as to lead 
naturally and logically to the knowledge that ‘in their rich variety 
and diversity, and in the reciprocal influences they exert on one 
another, all cultures form part of the common heritage belonging 
to all mankind’, and that in total they comprise the whole compass 
of mankind’s scientific and cultural development. The concept of 
the oneness of mankind and its common cultural heritage is funda- 
mental to the work of the Centre. 


ARTICLE II 


Nations shall endeavour to develop the various branches of culture 
side by side and, as far as possible, simultaneously, so as to establish 
a harmonious balance between technical progress and the intellectual 
and moral advancement of mankind. 


THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE 


The method of education at the Centre through interdisciplinary and 
Intercultural confrontation will serve fully to expose the present 


imbalances between technical progress and the intellectual and moral - 


advancement of mankind, and, as a matter of course, will serve to 
promote a harmonious balance between the two. Education at the 
Centre will be education of the whole man. It will give him the 
capacity to avoid being consumed by his technological successes, and 
enable him to correct the excesses and the inefficiencies that have 
caused the present malaise of modern life. It will thus improve the 
quality of life the world over by balancing undisciplined growth in 
quantity by disciplined growth in quality. 


ARTICLE 111 


International cultural co-operation shall cover all aspects of intellec- 
tual and creative activities relating to education, science and culture. 
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THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE 


The intercultural and interdisciplinary education provided at the 
Centre will equip the individual for intercultural exchange which 
covers “all aspects of intellectual and creative activities relating to 
education, science, and culture’. The breadth of vision cultivated 
at the Centre will ensure awareness of the interrelatedness and 
interdependence of all human activities, and the need to balance 
them in a system of physical, mental, and spiritual development. 
Education for human unity and world civilization will promote the 
fullest all-round development of the individual, and cultivate a 
mentality which will ensure sharing among all peoples of the 
benefits of education, science, and culture, making it possible for 
humankind to live in peace, security, and abundance in a co- 
operative commonwealth. 


ARTICLE IV 


The aims of international cultural co-operation in its various forms, 
bilateral or multilateral, regional or universal, shall be: 


1. To spread knowledge, to stimulate talent and to enrich cultures; 
2. To develop peaceful relations and friendship among the peoples 
and bring about a better understanding of each other’s way of life; 

3. To contribute to the application of the principles set out in the 
United Nations Declarations that are recalled in the preamble 
to this Declaration; 

4. To enable everyone to have access to knowledge, to enjoy the 
arts and literature of all peoples, to share in advances made 
in science in all parts of the world and in the resulting benefits, 
and to contribute to the enrichment of cultural life; 

5. To raise the level of the spiritual and material life of man in all 
parts of the world. 


THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE ^ 

1. Education for human unity and world civilization aims at m 
fullest development of the character, personality, and pata 
every individual within the framework of mankind as a E E 
education also provides for mutual give and take between cutures. 


Thus, as the influence of this new type of education spreads through- 


out the world it will spread knowledge, stimulate talent, and enrich 
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cultures, and, as a matter of course, will fulfil these aims in inter- 
national cultural co-operation in various forms. e 

2. Education for human unity and world civilization has been so 
devised as to provide a deep understanding of the cultures of the 


world and reveal the universal dimension of each and its unique ` 


contribution to the overall thought of humanity. It will reveal the 


fact of world culture as a unity of which the individual cultures. ^ * 


are facets. Thus this education will provide strong foundations, 
through the cultivation of knowledge and correct attitudes, to 
‘peaceful relations and friendship among the peoples and bring 
about a better understanding of each other's way of life’. 

3, Education at the Centre will make clear the raison d'étre of 
United Nations Declarations, such as the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries, 
the Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrim- 
ination, and the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of 
the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect, and Understanding between 
Peoples. The application of the principles set out in these Declara- 
tions will be the logical outcome of the new outlook on life provided 
by education at the Centre. This outlook is based on the fact that 
every individual and every people is part and parcel of one common: 
humankind, each one having a distinctive- cultural characteristic, 


dignity, and value which is yet essential to the enrichment of the ' 


whole and should therefore be preserved and respected. 
4. The purpose and framework of the Centre, and its technique, 
objectives, structure, fields of study, functions of the departments, 


and the method of study, have been so devised that faculty and- 


students alike will enjoy the arts and literature of all peoples, will 
“acquire knowledge of advances made in science in all parts of the 
world and of the resulting benefits, and will contribute to the en- 
richment of the cultural life of mankind as a whole. The education 
at the Centre will thus fully equip individuals, and ipso facto 
different peoples, to fulfil these aims of international cultural co- 
operation in its different forms. 

5. Education for human unity and world civilization, as provided 
at.the Centre, is based upon the concept of the spiritual oneness 
of all beings. Spiritual oneness is the foundation and the rationale 
of all ethics, As this deeper concept of ethics spreads throughout 
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the world it will raise the level of man’s spiritual life. And as the 


: level of spiritual life is raised there will be developed an awareness 


of the solidarity of mankind. It will then be realized that the world 
is an indivisible whole, its parts are interrelated and interdependent, 
and material progress in one part cannot succeed unless it ultimately 
spells material progress for the whole. Simultaneous advancement 
of the material progress of all peoples will thus be seen as the sine 
qua non for the preservation, continuance, and. advancement of 
material progress in any part of the world; Education at the Centre 
will thus play a very important role in generating the mentality 
conducive to raising the level of the spiritual and material life of 
man in all parts of the world. 


ARTICLE V 


: Cultural co-operation is a right and a duty for all peoples and all 


nations, which should share with one another their knowledge and 
skills. 


THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE 
The very purpose of the Centre is based on the principle that cultural 
co-operation is a right and a duty for all peoples and all nations. 


This purpose is fulfilled through appropriately devised studies of 


all the different cultures of the world, these studies being conducted 
by an international faculty and an international student body. 
Education at the Centre will thus provide an awareness of the 
unity of humankind and the knowledge that the different cultures 
are but different facets of one human culture, and therefore inter- 
related and interdependent. This will naturally create a sense of 
cultural co-operation as a right and a duty for all peoples, leading 
them as a matter of course to share with one another their knowl- 


edge and skills. 


ARTICLE VI 


International co-operation, while r a 
cultures through its beneficent action, shall respec 


character of each. 


promoting the enrichment of all 
he distinctive 


THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE : 
i o the 
Respect for the distinctive character of each culture is basic t 
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Centre's formulation of education for human unity and world 
civilization. Each culture is seen as having a unique and valued 
contribution to make to other cultures and to the overall thought 
of humankind. Therefore education at the Centre will lead to inter- 
cultural co-operation which will promote enrichment of all cultures, 
through diverse beneficent action, and will, at the same time, respect 
the distinctive character of each. 


ARTICLE VII 


]. Broad dissemination of ideas and knowledge, based on the freest 
'exchange and discussion, is essential to creative activity, the 
pursuit of truth and the development of the personality. 

2. In cultural co-operation, stress shall be laid on ideas and values 
conducive to the creation of a climate of friendship and peace. 
Any mark of hostility in attitudes and in expression of opinion 
shall be avoided. Every effort shall be made, in presenting and 
disseminating information, to ensure its authenticity. 


THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE 


1. The Centre's method of education rests largely on international 
and intercultural seminars and discussions between international 
scholars and international students. It is based on the freest 
exchange and discussion in a spirit of seeking ‘the broad dissemina- 
tion of ideas and knowledge’. This is done in the belief that the 
development of the future citizen of the world, which is the aim of 
this education, must take place through ‘creative activity, the pursuit 
of truth, and the development of the personality’. 

2. ‘Ideas and values conducive to the creation of a climate of 
friendship and peace’ are the sine qua non of the method of educa- 
tion at the Centre. Hostility in attitudes and in expression of opin- 
ion has no place whatsoever. Freedom from political and religious 
dogma, and from bias and prejudice of any kind, inspires education 
at the Centre. Thus the authenticity of the information presented 
and disseminated is ensured through integrated study and discussion 


conducted by the international faculty and the international student 
body of the Centre. 


ARTICLE VIII 
Cultural co-operation shall be carried on for the mutual benefit of 
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all the nations practising it Exchanges to which it pi i 
. ees : it M 
be arranged in a spirit of broad reciprocity. A 


THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE 


Recognition of the dignity of each culture 
indivisibility of the world, and of the fact of the interrelatedness 
and interdependence of nations, forms the basis of education for 
human unity and world civilization. As such, this education will 
inspire all the nations to practise cultural co-operation for their 
mutual benefit ‘in a spirit of broad reciprocity’. 


and of the unity and 


ARTICLE IX 


Cultural co-operation shall contribute to the establishment of 
stable, long-term relations between peoples, which should be 
subjected ‘as little as possible to the strains which may arise in 
international life. 


THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE 


‘Stable, long-term relations between peoples’ can only be ensured 
when each nation acts with an awareness of the unity of humankind 
and of the interrelatedness and interdependence of all nations. For 
this it is essential to provide throughout the world education which 
develops a consciousness which will orient the individual’s ideals, 
loyalties, affections, and appreciations to a mankind outlook. Only 
when established on such a consciousness can international cultural 
co-operation overcome ‘the strains which may arise in international 
life’. 


ARTICLE X 

Cultural co-operation shall be specially concerned with the moral 
and intellectual education of young people in a spirit of friendship, 
international understanding and peace and shall foster awareness 
among states of the need to stimulate talent and promote the 
training of the rising generations in the most varied sectors. 


THE ROLE OF THE CENTRE i 
The Centre is especially ‘concerned with the moral and intellectual 


education of young people in a spirit of friendship, international — 


understanding and peace’. Education for human unity and woe 
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civilization provides the deepest and firmest foundation to this aim 
since it is rooted in methods which produce a reorientation of 
mind based upon awareness of human unity and a sense of human 
community. UE y , 

The aim of the Centre is to promote the training of the rising 
generation in every country and produce global-minded, socially 
alert scholars, thinkers, and educators whose thoughts and emotions 
will be oriented to a mankind outlook based on knowledge and 
understanding of the vital role being played by the different 
countries. They will be purged of every kind of bias and prejudice 
and, while living in a world community, will be able to play their 
due part as responsible citizens in the most varied sectors in every 
State. This rising generation in every part of the world will be 
equipped by education for human unity and world civilization to 
become not only fit and adequate citizens of a world community 
but also: worthy ancestors of the future generations of the world. 


ARTICLE XI 


l. In their cultural relations, States shall bear in mind the 
principles of the United Nations. In seeking to achieve inter- 
national co-operation, they shall respect the sovereign equality 
of States and shall refrain from intervention in matters which 
are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any State. 

2. The principles of this Declaration shall be applied with due 
regard for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 


THE ROLE.OF THE CENTRE 


l. One of the distinctive characteristics of the work of the Centre 
is that it will be devoted to collective reflection, study, and research 
to deal with problems which concern individual nations and the 
whole of mankind. Since recognition of the moral, intellectual, and 
spiritual unity and solidarity of mankind, and of the validity of all 
cultures, is basic to the principles of education for human unity and 
world civilization, this education will promote and provide ‘a 
correct approach to all matters which are ‘within the domestic 
Jurisdiction of any State’. 

2. The essential purpose of education at the Centre is to promote 
an awareness of the spiritual unity and solidarity of the human 
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race and of civilization, and thus to provide the basis of the ideals 


and the principles contained in the United Nations Charter 

Consciousness ‘of spiritual unity completely transforms the 
relationship between man and man, class and class, creed and creed 
religion and religion, and nation and Nation, and gives a a 
spiritual meaning and orientation to the worldwide quest today for 
human rights, fundamental freedoms, justice, equality, equal 
privileges, and equal sharing and, indeed, refines and elevates this 
quest to a new dimension of experience, fulfilling human-aspirations 
in every sphere of life. i 

Education for human unity and world civilization thus provides 
a stable basis for true understanding among the peoples of the 
world and enables them to live peacefully together in an integrated 
co-operative world community. _ : 
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PART SIX 


in relation to 
INDIA’S CONTRIBUTION TO WORLD THOUGHT 


India’s Contribution to 
World Thought 


INDIA’S RESPONSIBILITY TO MANKIND 


The work of the Centre to promote education for human.unity and 
world civilization. must be viewed in the context of India’s own 
cultural background and her cultural relationship with the other 
countries of the world. 

Throughout the centuries of world history, India has made a 
rich contribution to the development of world civilization. Today 
the world finds itself in urgent need of the very insights which are 
the basic characteristics of Indian thought. 

India’s spiritual insight of the oneness of human existence, and 
the underlying unity of the different systems of thought, provides 
the world with that firm foundation on which: alone a stable 
commonwealth of nations may be built. Now, therefore, it is India’s 
responsibility to give this insight to the world and fulfil her obliga- 
tion and the true role she can and should be playing among the 
nations of the world. 

India should now establish the World Civilization Centre as 
envisaged in this book. 

The World Civilization Centre will necessarily play two roles— 
the international and the domestic. i ; 

The international role will be concerned with the Centre’s 
integrated international educational programme. : 

The domestic role will be concerned with a comprehensive 
integral educational programme, completely devoted to the ker 
opment of a new order in India's culture, society, and economic life 
on her own distinctive national basis. Fe 

The establishment of the World Civilization Centre on s 
soil is her national obligation and responsibility. She owes it tc 
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herself and to the world. It will give her a unique opportunity to 
make her own distinctive contribution to the world and, in doing 
so, realize her own mission. It is in this way that other countries 
will be made conscious of the vital significance of India’s gift to 
them. This consciousness will help both India and other countries 
to realize their interdependence, and will establish the balance of 
their mutual relationship, leading to mutual respect, mutualenrich- 
ment, and to the peace and progress of the world as a whole. 


THE INDIAN IDEAL THE ONLY WAY OF SALVATION FOR MANKIND 


The concept of the spiritual unity and solidarity of mankind as the 
foundation of practical living is an ancient teaching, the central 
theme of India’s life and thought. Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) 
forcefully described it as India’s national ideal. This ideal, he said, 
must be made the foundation of modern India’s way of life, and, 
because it is also a universal ideal, it must spread from India 
throughout the world. Both India and the world at large will move 
towards destruction until this ideal is taken up and practised. 

Arnold Toynbee emphasizing this idea, pointed out that ‘in the 
present age, the world has been united on the material plane by 
Western technology. But this Western skill has not only “annihilated 
distance”; it has armed the peoples of the world with weapons of 
devastating power at a time when they have been brought to point- 
blank range of each other without yet having learnt to know and 
love eaċh other. At this supremely dangerous moment in human 
history, the only way of salvation for mankind is an Indian way... 
that can make it possible for the human race to grow together into 
a single family—and, in the Atomic Age, this is the only alternative 
to destroying ourselves’. 


INDIA’S MESSAGE TO THE WORLD: SWAMI VIVEKANANDA 
Swami Vivekananda viewed India’s influence upon the world from 
the standpoint of mankind as a whole. It was India’s destiny, he 
asserted, to be nothing less than an uplifting influence in the world, 
a spiritualizing influence, to bring about the regeneration of man. 
In most trenchant language in ‘India’s Message to the World’, he 
declared: 

"Aye, a glorious destiny, my brethren, for as far back as the 
days of the Upanishads we have thrown the challenge to the world— 
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“Not by wealth, not by progeny, but by renunciati 

immortality is reached.” Race after race has taken tierce 
up, and tried their utmost to solve the world-riddle on the plans 
of desires. They have all failed in the past—the old ones have 
become extinct under the weight of wickedness and misery, which 
lust for power and gold brings in its train, and the new m are 
tottering to their fall. The question has yet to be decided whether 
peace will survive or war; whether patience will survive or non- 
forbearance; whether goodness will survive or wickedness; whether 
muscle will survive or brain; whether worldliness will survive or 
spirituality. We have solved our problem ages ago, and held on to 
it through good or evil fortune, and mean to hold on to it till the 
end of time. Our solution is unworldliness—renunciation. 

‘This is the theme of India’s life-work, the burden of her 
eternal songs, the backbone of her existence, the foundation of her 
being, the raison d’étre of her very existence—the spiritualization 
of the human race. In this her life-course she has never deviated, 
whetlier the Tartar ruled or the Turk, whether the Mogul ruled or 
the English. 

‘And I challenge anybody to show one single period of her 
national life when India was lacking in spiritual giants, capable of 
moving the world. But her work is spiritual, and that cannot be 
done with blasts of war-trumpets or the march of cohorts. Her 
influence has always fallen upon the world like that of the gentle 
dew, unheard and scarcely marked, yet bringing into bloom the 
fairest flowers of the earth. This influence being in its nature 
gentle, would have to wait for a fortunate combination of circum- 
stances to go out of the country into other lands, though it never 
ceased to work within the limits of its native land. As such, every 
educated person knows that whenever the empire-building Tartar 
or Persian or Greek or Arab brought this land in contact with the 
outside world, a mass of spiritual influence immediately flooded 


- the world from here. The very same circumstances have presented 


themselves once more before us. The English highroads over land 
and sea and the wonderful power manifested by the inhabitants of 
that little island, have once more brought India in contact with the 
rest of the world, and the same work has already begun. Mark my 
words, this is but the small beginning, big things are to follow; 
what the result of the present work outside India will be I cannot 
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exactly state, but this I know for certain, that millions, I say delib- 
erately, millions in every civilized land are waiting for the ‚message 
that will save them from the hideous abyss of materialism into 
which modern money-worship is driving them headlong, and many 
of the leaders of the new social movements have already discovered 
that Vedanta in its highest form (the perception of the oneness of 
all beings) can alone spiritualize their social aspirations.’ 
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APPENDIX 


FOREWORD BY DRS. RADHAKRISHNAN 


CONTRIBUTED TO School of World Civilization (1964) 
(vide Preface) 


I greatly welcome this scheme for a School of World Civilization. 

As I have said in Eastern Religions and Western Thought, to 
attempt to understand one’s age is an undertaking full of difficulties. 
No one who is in it can take a detached view of it. However, as 
rational beings, we cannot help asking what modern life in all its 
intense activity and rapid change signifies, what the sense of it all 
is, for the noblest of all investigations is the study of what man 
should be and what he should pursue. 

Human history is not a series of secular happenings without any 
shape or pattern, it is a meaningful process, a significant develop- 
ment. Those who look at it from the outside are carried away by 
the wars and battles, the economic disorders and the political up- 
heavals, but below, in the depths, is to be found the truly majestic 
drama, the tension between the limited effort of man and the sov- 
ereign purpose of the universe. Man cannot rest in an unresolved 
discord. He must seek for harmony, strive for adjustment. His 
progress is marked by a series of integrations, by the formation of 
more and more comprehensive harmonies. When any particular 
integration is found inadequate to the new conditions, he breaks it 
down and advances to a larger whole. - 

For the first time in the history of our planet its inhabitants 
have become one whole, each and every part of which is affected by 
the fortunes of every other. Science and technology, without aiming 
at this result, have achieved the unity. Economic and political 
phenomena are increasingly imposing on us the obligation to treat 
the world as a unity. Currencies are linked, commerce 1s inter- 
national, political fortunes are interdependent. And yet the sense 
that mankind must become a community is still a casual whim, a 
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vague aspiration, not generally accepted as a conscious ideal or an 
urgent practical necessity moving us to feel the dignity ofacommon 
citizenship and the call of a common duty. Attempts to bring about 
human unity through mechanical means, through political adjust- 
ments, have proved abortive. It is not by these devices, not at any 
rate by them alone, that the unity of the human race can be en- 
duringly accomplished. For this we require a human consciousness 
of community, a sense of personal relationships among men. 
Though this human consciousness was till recently limited to 
the members of the political States, there has now been a rapid 


extension of it. The modes and customs of all men are now a part. 


of the consciousness of all men. Man has become the spectator of 
man. A new humanism is on the horizon. But this time it embraces 
the whole of mankind. An intimate mutual knowledge between 
peoples is producing an enrichment of world-consciousness. We can 
no more escape being members of a world community than we can 
jump out of our own skin. Yet to our dismay, we find that the 
world is anarchical and unruly. Its mind is in confusion; its brain 
out of hinge. More than ever before, the world is today divided and 
afflicted by formidable evils. 

The cause of the present tension and disorder is the lack of 
adjustment between the process of life, which is one of increasing 
interdependence, and the ‘ideology’ of life, the integrating habits 
of mind, loyalties, and affections embodied in our laws and institu- 
tions. Education, which has for its aim the transmission not only 
of skills and techniques, but of ideals and loyalties, of affections 
and appreciations, is busy in the new world with the old ideals of 
national sovereignty and economic self-sufficiency. The present 
organization of the world is inconsistent with the Zeitgeist shining 
on the distant horizon as well as the true spirit of religion. To say 
that there is only one God is to affirm that there is only on¢ 
community of mankind. The obstacles to the organization of 
human society in an international commonwealth are in the minds 
of men who have not developed the sense of the duty they owe to 
each other. 

We have to touch the soul of mankind. ‘For soul is form and 
a the body make.’ The destiny of the human race, as of the 
ee c on the direction of its life forces, the lights which 

de if, e laws that mould it. We must evolve ideals, habits; 
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and sentiments which would enable us to build up a world com- 
munity and live in a co-operative commonwealth. The supreme task 
of our generation: is to give a soul to the growing world-conscious- 
ness, to develop ideals and institutions necessary for the creative 
expression of the world soul, and to transmit these loyalties and 
impulses to future generations and train them into world citizens. 

To this great work of creating a new pattern of living through 
a new approach to education, the School of World Civilization, 
here proposed by Swami Nitya-swarup-ananda, is dedicated. He 
prefaces the scheme of the School with an outline of the principles 
underlying its work. 


New Delhi S. RADHAKRISHNAN 
30 August 1964 ' President of India 
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[This page by page subject index provides an analysis of the thesis 
of the book.] 


INDIA'S MESSAGE TO HERSELF AND TO THE WORLD 1-14 

India’s spiritual contribution 
her insight of the spiritual nature of man and the oneness of 
all existence and her insight of the underlying unity of the 
different systems of thought provide the world with that firm 
foundation on which alone a stable commonwealth of nations 
may be built 3 - 

Sri Ramakrishna and His Unique Message (1970) 3 

Arnold Toynbee (1889-1975) 
‘the only way of salvation for mankind is an Indian way’ 3-4 

Ashoka, Emperor 
his principle of non-violence 4 

Gandhi, Mahatma 
his principle of non-violence 4 

Sri Ramakrishna 
his testimony to the harmony of religions 4 

Every nation has a distinctive character which is its identity 4 

Rome 4 
her civilization 4, royal power was her life force, her identity 4, 
downfall of Rome came with the fall of the Roman Empire 4 

Egypt 4 ; 

Assyria 4 

India’s identity and her life-work 
religion, consciousness of spiritual unity, is India’s life force 
and the basis of her life-work 4, the magic wand of her life is 
religion 5, her vitality depends on the vitality of her identity 
which is religion 5, she was ruined when religion was crippled 
and debased, but with the revival of religion she, established 
herself again on her own basis 5, the study of her history must 
be different from that of other countries 5, her national life has 
to be explained in the light of the rise and fall of religion as 
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cause and effect relation and not by cause and effect relation 

usually employed in the study of political history 5 

India’s national diseases 
India’s national diseases spring from unconsciousness of her 
spiritual unity 6, one of the bitterest results of her uncon- 
sciousness of spiritual unity is communalism 6, communalism 
is a mere symptom of India’s national disease caused by the 
virus of ignorance of her spiritual unity 6 

Religion 
religion is pure consciousness, pure existence, pure bliss 7, 
religion is oneness 7, religion is universal 7, the soul of every 
being is the same universal spirit: the basis of all religions and 
the explanation of the whole of history of human progress 7 

Religion(s) 
religion is one in substance but many in relation to forms of 
expression 7, the forms are like the different radii of a circle: 
as many radii, so many paths, all lead to the centre 8, religion, 
in the sense of the many in relation to forms of expression, is a 
constitutional necessity 8, religion will fulfil itself and reach per- 
fection only when there are as many religions as there are indi- 
viduals 8, the diversity of infinite forms enables every individual 
to express his potential divinity through his own distinctive 
medium 8 

Every religion is everybody’s religion 
every religion is everybody’s religion 8, different religions are 
not contradictory to each other but complementary 9, a religion 
reaches perfection when it embodies the realizations of the 
infinite aspects of the universal spirit 9, continuous give and 
take between religions will lead to their mutual enrichment, to 
harmony between them, and to achievement of the final goal of 
spiritual unity 9, all the spiritual truths realized by the different 
religions together constitute the world of religion 9, every 
religion fulfils itself in unity and betrays itself when separated 
from unity 10 

Conflict between religions : 
conflict is born of perversion and is itself the greatest perversion 
of religion 10 

Minority or majority religion ~ 
no Sello is a minority religion 10, there may be as many 
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religions as there are individuals 10, the question of ‘minority’ 
or “majority” in relation to religion is a contradiction in terms 10 

Special privilege 
no religion can claim any special privilege 11 

‘Conversion’ 
every religion must lead mankind to a place where there is 
neither the Veda, nor the Bible, nor the Koran 11, religions 
are but the varied expressions of the Religion which is oneness 
11, no one need be converted from one religion to another but all 
must be converted from a religion to the Religion that provides 
the basis of true ‘conversion’ and of progress in well-being 11 

‘Sacred’ and ‘secular’ 
consciousness of spiritual unity removes all sense of distinction 
between ‘sacred’ and ‘secular’ and establishes unity in life and 
thought 12 

Religion as India’s life force will transform national life 
religion which is consciousness of spiritual unity will extinguish 
all sense of distinction and privilege and transform thoughts, 
emotions, and actions into channels of sacrifice and service 12, 
will bring liberation from the limitations of the ideologies which 
dominate national life 12, will create the bond of united purpose 
and concerted action 13, will recreate conditions conducive to 
common development and common welfare 13, will establish 
unity, solidarity, and harmony and provide true understanding 
and co-operation among different sections of the people 13 

The fundamental right to freedom of religion 
this right establishes spiritual unity and the harmony of religions 
as the basis of universal peace and development 14 

The Constitutional ban on religious instruction 
the ban is contradictory 14 

India’s mission 
spiritualization of the human race is India’s lifelong mission 14 

BASIC PRIN 

NOE NE EE xd TRUOATION FOR HUMAN UNITY AND 

The world as one 

world as one 17, obstacles existing in men’s minds deny the 


idea of the world as a unity 17, conflict of two opposing forces— 
the one making for fragmentation and the other for global 


CC-0. Mumukshu Bhawan Varanasi Collection. Digitized by eGangotri 


SUBJECT INDEX 
113 


consciousness and global ization— : 
17, the need to Ae i5 ps on Hom tension 
SR ground required 
for global organization 18, cultural education based on world 
viewpoint will ensure global consciousness 18 n 
The coming together of nations 
che mations bevs moved am Pa GON EEE 
attitudes are in conflict with M s a X 
between nations will lead t it FS MR 
^ | o unity and solidarity of mankind 20 
Mankind's cultural heritage 
cultivation of mutual appreciation between cultures will lead 
to the concept of mankind as a whole 20, history will become 
the Integrated story of all the achievements of mankind and 
of its cultural and scientific development 21, the study of 
the cultural heritage of mankind will achieve a revolution in 
outlook 21 
Nature of individual cultures 
nature of individual cultures 22, main characteristics of Indian 
culture and Western culture 23, basic idea underlying Western 
culture is ‘expression’ and expansion of good through society 23, 
basic idea of Indian culture is spirituality 24, the study of 
spiritual science led India to the discovery of the basic universal 
truth of the spiritual oneness of man and the universe 24 
Role of cultures in world civilization 
role of individual cultures in world civilization 25, currents of 
energy and activity flowing in from the West will have a most 
beneficial effect upon modern India 26, India's powers of. 
thought will find fulfilment in expression 26, the West needs 
the contribution of the East to establish her civilization on 
universal spiritual foundations 27, integration of cultures is 
called for to establish world culture 28, concept of world. 
civilization stands on man’s ability to transcend all his limi- 
tations, physical and mental 29, each culture has a distinctive 
contribution to make to the grand process of the civilization 
of man and his growing consciousness of human unity 30 
Spiritual nature of man : $ 
the life of man finds fulfilment in the knowledge of his own 
spiritual nature 30, man’s real nature is consciousness itself, 
eternal, infinite, one, not many 30, humanity 1s one 30, mans 
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misery comes through ignorance and this ignorance is the idea 
of separateness 30, all progress in well-being springs from the 
perception of oneness of all beings 31 

Universal Man and human relations 
ultimately the- relationship between nations rests upon the 
relationship between the individual and society 33, society 
makes the individual no less than the individual makes society 
33, whatever fosters the well-being of Universal Man is alone 
right ‘for the individual, and also for all social forms, institu- 
tions, and customs 34, consecration in the service of Universal 
Man will transform relationship between man and man and will 
give a new spiritual orientation to the world-wide quest today 
for justice, equality, and sharing 35 

Global Unity . 
true foundation of global unity rests in the consciousness of an 
underlying spiritual oneness 36, since humanity is essentially 
one, civilization—man’s various achievements—must also be 
regarded as a unity 36 

Mankind as a whole 
the concept of mankind as a whole 36, the integrating force 
needed for the development of mankind awareness is man’s 
spiritual view of himself and of his relationship with human 
society as a whole 37 

Education through cultural confrontation 
this will take the form of an educational programme in which 
scholars and students from all parts of the world will participate 
37, will establish the fact that world civilization is the sum total 
of all the achievements of the human race, in whatever age 38 


CULTURE FOR A New WORLD 39-52 

Human civilization has yet to begin 
world is ruled not by culture or thought, but by unthinking 
high finance, political ‘self-interest, and militarism 41, human 
civilization, in its truest sense, has yet to begin 41, the clue to 
the development of thought in the world today is the develop- 
ment of the cultures of the world 42, problems facing the world 
42, nuclear armaments constitute the greatest threat to humanity 
43, poverty is a potential threat to humanity 43, remedies to 
Overcome problems 44, human unity is based on scientific world 
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> hunger, » a holistic world view the funda- 
mental solution 48, the anti-scientific fragmented world view 
must be replaced by an understanding that the world is an 

- indivisible whole 49, the need for collective action to create a 
world community 49, the sense of belonging to a world com- 
munity will result from each culture’s awareness of its own 
identity being rooted in the spiritual unity of the universe 50, 
true wisdom flows from the inner vision of the world’s folk, not 
from history but from the very nature of the human being 51, 
‘the second great divide in human history’ 51, beliefs, philosoph- 
ical assumptions, thought habits, moral conventions, and social 
patterns, all have undergone a drastic change which opens up 
the way to the global viewpoint 51, the potentiality of the new 
technology speaks always of expanding horizons, global horizons, 
space horizons 51, the world’s folk urgently need to be given 
expanding horizons of their knowledge, wisdom, and inner 
vision 51, the direct cause of the present crisis is the imbalance 
brought about by technological success and the lack of corre- 
sponding progress in thought and insight 52, those in power are 
possessed and consumed by technology and use it compulsively 
52, compulsion ultimately spells suicide, genocide, and the anni- 
hilation of the universe 52, what is needed for the new world 
is education to produce minds that, thinking globally, use tech- 
nology to express the knowledge, wisdom, and inner vision of 
the world’s folk 52 


WORLD CIVILIZATION CENTRE 53-85 

The Rationale 3 
perception of oneness of mankind essential for global organiz- 
ation 55, oneness of mankind based on the seientific world view 
55, a holistic world view on the basis of man's spiritual nature 
51, the universal in every cultural and scientific experience gives 
to mankind's spiritual unity its essential character 57, Re 
ness of mankind’s spiritual unity transforms world society 38, 


consciousness of the spiritual unity ‘of mankind the direct means 


:ousness of the spiritual unity of man- 
to world peace 59, consciousn Be ud 


kind reorients man's view of society 59, jy to ilizati 
lies in awareness that the universal spirit in man 1S being 


> ¿e 
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gradually manifested through his cultural and scientific devel- 
opment 60, study of mankind’s development establishes man- 
kind’s spiritual unity, tl e soul of world civilization 61, study of 
mankind’s development discov-rs the world soul aı.d transmits it 
to future generations, creating a new order in world civilization 
63 ; 

World Civilization Centre: Purpose and Procedure 
purpose 64, the study of cultures in relation to world culture 65, 
threefold study of cultures 66, approach to study. 67, scope of . 
education 67, fields of study 67, programme of studies 67, 
research and training: a new field 68, new education for teachers 
68, new education in the arts 69 ] 

World Civilization Centre: Framework and Technique 
structure 69, functions, of the departments 70, method of study 
72 

World Civilization Centre: The Results 
the results for the individual 75, the results for society 76 

World Civilization Centre: Mechanism 
character of the Centre 78, status 78, enrolment 78, degrees, 
diplomas, and certificates 78, faculty and students 79, a world 
forum which will discuss the solution of national and inter- 
national problems through a planetary partnership 79, libraries 
79, publications 80, journal 80, broadcasting and television 80, 
co-operation with individuals and organizations 80, cultural 
information unit 80, finance 81, governance of the Centre 81, 


how to begin the Centre as an integrated international co-opera- 
tive organization 81 


World Civilization Centre: Its Future 


the new society of the future 82, the campus: a city of man- 
kind 82 ir uu. . 


World Civilization Centre: In Retrospect 
unique features of the Centre 83 


WORLD CIVILIZATION CEN 
DECLARATION OF THEP 
CO-OPERATION 87-99 


The Principles of International Cultural Co-operation and : sf 


TRE IN RELATION TO UNESCO'S 
RINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL 


Their Implementation 
In spite of much physical Progress, mentally man is now drifting | 
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apart 89, “since wars begin in tte minds of men, it is in the 
minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed’ 
90, the call for international cultural co-operation is a call for 
education from the universal sta-dpoint 90, education at the 
World Civilization Centre provid the psychological basis of 


HA " ` the principles of international cultural co-operation 90 
| : The Principles and the Role of the Centre 
le Article I 91 and the role of the Centre 91, Article II 92 and the 


role of the Centre 92, Article III 92 and the role of the Centre 93, 
Article IV 93 and the role of the Centre 93, Article V 95 and the 
role of the Centre 95, Article VI 95 and the role of the Centre 
95, Article VII 96 and the role of the Centre 96, Article VIII 96 
and the role of the Centre 97, Article IX 97 and the role of the 

. Centre 97, Article X 97 and the role of the Centre 97, Article 
XI 98 and the role of the Centre 98 


y WORLD CIVILIZATION CENTRE IN RELATION TO INDIA’S 

[^ CONTRIBUTION TO WORLD THOUGHT 101-106 
India’s responsibility to mankind 103, the Indian ideal the only 
way of salvation for mankind 104, India’s message to the world: 
Swami Vivekananda 104 d 


DR S. RADHAKRISHNAN 

. Foreword to School of World Civilization t1964) 107-109 
- human history is a meaningful process 107, for the first time 
the world has become one whole 107, science and technology 
have achieved the unity and yet the sense that mankind must 

become a unity is still a casual whim 107, the world is anarchi- + 

: ‘cal, its mind is in confusion, its brain is out of hinge 108, the 

i. present organization of the world is inconsistent with the spirit 

of the times as well as the true spirit of religion 108, we must 

evolve ideals, habits, and sentiments hich would enable us to 

build up a world community 108, the supreme task of our 

generation is to give a soul to the growing world-consciousness, 

to develop ideals and institutions necessary for the creative ex- 
pression of the world soul, and to transmit these loyalties and e 
impulses to füture generations and train them into world y 
` citizens 109 S 
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